
And the Covid-19 Vaccination Gold Medal goes to…….Brookside? 

By John Clancy, Visiting Professor, Centre for Brexit Studies 

 

The Covid-19 Vaccination Olympic medals tables – and why hyperlocal data shows our big cities are 

trailing the field, some of their areas in danger of not finishing. 

https://flo.uri.sh/visualisation/6979958/embed


6,791 very local English neighbourhoods are competing in a race to vaccinate their populations. It’s a 

very tight race. The lead has changed hands again and again. It will probably end up in a photo 

finish.  

The gold medal position as it stands is currently with Brookside and Walton in Chesterfield, the 

double jabbed-up neighbourhood with a superb 89.9% of its adult population fully vaccinated. They 

need a slight acceleration to be the first actually over 90%. It will come. 

But will they be pipped to the post by one-time clear leaders, East Felixstowe, in East Suffolk, less 

than 0.2% behind them? 

Bronze as it stands is currently with the delightfully named neighbourhood 

of Amble, Shilbottle and Swarland, in Northumberland at 88.9% 

Just as the great Lauren Price, the Welsh Boxing Gold 2021 Olympian excitedly talked about the 

postbox outside her house turning gold, perhaps the Royal Mail should consider painting a post box 

gold in the middle of Brookside and Walton, East Felixstowe, and Amble, Shilbottle and Swarland? 

Or perhaps England’s first top 20 to reach, say, 95%? 

There is a huge tail of competitors at the back of the field mainly based in the middle of the big cities 

and often these are the student/university neighbourhoods. As I pointed out in my last blog, they 

have some level of excuse in that their adult student populations likely left for home before the 

youngsters started to be jabbed, they’re online, or they’ve been counted elsewhere. 

Nevertheless, when term starts next month tracing who’s been jabbed at home and who’s still not 

been jabbed at uni is absolutely crucial to the wider Vaccination programme. 

So, to set against the leaders knocking on the door of 90% equivalently double jabbed, we can spy 

right at the back, the 3 places which have barely managed 19%. 

 

More than 8 out of 10 adults in these neighbourhoods are not double-jabbed or have had its 

equivalent.  

https://public.flourish.studio/resources/embed.js


So whilst the All England statistics look very impressive indeed, with over 66% of England’s total 

adult population fully vaccinated, and almost 80% having had 1 jab, these figures hides a very low 

take-up in some parts of our big cities and urban areas even outside the university neighbourhoods. 

The significantly higher double vaccination rates in Scotland and Wales  also explain why the UK 

double vaccination figure at 75% is  much higher than England’s city-heavy totals. 

If you’re walking around East Felixstowe, you can be confident that 9 out of 10 people around you 

are double jabbed. If you’re walking around, say, East Saltley in Birmingham, more than half the 

population have not even had one jab, and barely a third have had two. Or rather two thirds of the 

jostling adult population around you have not had two jabs.  

There are 6,791 roughly equally-sized neighbourhoods called MSOAs (based on census areas of 

about 8,000). Because they are roughly the same size, they are handy in comparing things like 

vaccination rates. 

The good news is that over half of neighbourhoods have over 70% of their adults fully vaccinated; 

the bad news is that those not fully vaccinated are in the majority in 11% of neighbourhoods. The 

further bad news is that these areas tend to be next to each other and are mainly in our big cities 

and towns. They are not usually surrounded by buffer zones of double-vaccinated neighbourhoods. 

In London, only 1 neighbourhood  (Upminster North & Cranham West, Havering) out of 983 has 

achieved over 80% double vaccinated. 4 out of 10 neighbourhoods in London have not yet met 50% 

double-vaccinated or equivalent, so those not fully vaccinated in those 394 neighbourhoods are in 

the majority. 

Similarly in Birmingham, only 4 neighbourhoods get past 80%, all in the (somewhat semi-detached 

from Birmingham) Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield. Almost 40% of Birmingham’s 132 

neighbourhoods have not yet met 50% double vaccinated. In a quarter of neighbourhoods over 60% 

of adults have not had 2 jabs. 

 

There seems also to come into play the significant effect that older and wealthier rural 

neighbourhoods in relatively less populated areas are getting their double jabs massively quicker. 



More densely populated and poorer urban areas are left trailing behind. This is, of course, 

healthcare and demonstrates a long-standing healthcare theorem – Tudor Hart’s inverse Care law. In 

other words, those who most need medical care are least likely to receive it. Conversely, those with 

least need of health care tend to use health services more (and more effectively). Although in the 

context of Covid-19 it needs some modification to reflect the massively more dangerous impact on 

the old. 

In my next blog I’ll look at the hyperlocal vaccination data in our big cities. 

As I suggested in my last blog, the only Covid-19 issue that matters from a public policy point of view 

is the vaccination programme. It’s been a remarkable success and huge parts of even the developed 

world would give their eye-teeth for some of the weaker stats in the UK.  But they also need to learn 

from us for themselves down the line, and we need in England to concentrate now on double 

jabbing in our big cities, where all of the evidence so far in terms of harm suggests it is, in any event, 

needed most. 

Where does your neighbourhood stand? 

The North East 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

North Lancashire, Lakes & Cumberland 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6831239/


Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

The North West 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

Yorkshire 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6797048/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6759980/


Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

The West Midlands 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

The East Midlands 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838537/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838663/


Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

Eastern England 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

The South West 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838575/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6960973/


Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

The South East 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

London 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838600/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838739/


Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

Birmingham 

Click here for full region neighbourhood map 

 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838773/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6838867/

