Bad Deatrh Ghosts
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For Microtonal Spinet and Lap Steel Guitar



Duration: c.12 minutes
The spinet is to be retuned microtonally using the pitches from the lower manual of Nicola Vicentino’s 1555

archicembalo. The instrument’s music is therefore transposing, with the notes Az to E4' retuned as follows:
p & 4

Key Sounding Note  Tuningin Cents  Deviation from 12-ET in Cents

Az Az 0.00 o
Bb2 At 77-5 -22.5
B> Bbo 116.1 +16.1
C3 B2 193.6 -6.4
C#; Bt 270.9 -29.1
D3 C3 309.7 +9.7
Eby  Cifg 387.1 -12.9
E3 Dbs 425.8 +25.8
F3 D3 503.2 +3.2
Fi#3  Dif3 580.6 -19.4
G3 Ebs 619.3 +19.3
A|)3 Ej 696.8 -3.2
A3 E#t3 7742 -25.8
Bby I3 813 +13
Bj F#; 890.4 -9.6
Cq Gbs 929 +29
cty 3 1006.5 +6.5
D4 Gty 1083.9 -16.1
Ebs  Abj 1122.6 +22.6
Eq A3 1200 0

The lap steel guitar uses the following scordatura:

String  Pitch  Deviation from 12-ET in Cents

I Ej -3.2
2 D3 +3.2
3 A2 0

4 B#o —29.1
5 A1 0

6 D1 +3.2

The spinet should be amplified. Special care should be taken to capture the richness of the instrument’s
resonance. The spinet player should lead the performance, with the guitar player starting and ending each
iteration of their chord as closely as possible with the spinet. A chord should last between six and eight

seconds. A rest should last between one-half and one second.

' Please note, [ am using the Yamaha system to describe these pitches where middle C = C3
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Transposing; hold for 6 to 8 seconds
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Lap Steel Guitar
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