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Abstract

This thesigxamineghe dynamic transformation of traditional Arabislamic cities' identity,
with a focus orripoli, LibyaSince the midwentieth century, dobalisation's influence on
urban form and function has yielded both advancements and disruptimeisreshage
culture, identity, and human activity. Increasatbanmigration has brought significant
social, economic, and culturehanges in citiegften leading to urban decay due to the
degradation of the built environment and urban fabric.

Thisthesisoffersa holistic frameworko better understandthe factors im@cting the
identity of traditional Arabidslamic citieshrough the case ofripoli.It employspolicy
analysis, expert interviews, resident input, and observatitmdentify key contributors to
the evolution of urban form and identity in historic Tripd’hese factorincludesocio
cultural influences, the built environment, economy, law, and decisnaking processes.
Most notably,migrationrinduced social changes and specific propeeiated legislation
haveshiftedurban identity,leading tourban decay.

This studyhas produced, first, a theoretical contributidhat extends conceptual
understanding ofurban decayn contexts of Aralz-Islamic cities. The largely Western
dominatedliterature often citeseconomic factorss thedriving forcebehind urban decay
however, thisstudyrevealsthat urban decayalsostems from aange of other factors,
includingthe law and decisiormaking.Secondlythis work offerspracticalinsightsfor
academics, university students, planners, architects, @ahadn designesworking on urban
development projects and urban regeneration
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Definitions:
Arabiclslamic cities

The focus of this thesis is on cities having a particehared form of culture, derived from

the Islamic religion and particularly from the North African Arabic region. The shared culture

and geography leads to similarities in urban form (Hakim, 1986; Bianca, 2000). Hence this
GKSaAa dzaSa -dS 08 SN KS! RRYHNSEG T2NJ KA & aKIk N

In Arabic, the term for city imiadinah which, according to AAttas (1995), derives from the
root of al-Din(religion) through the terndana This term reflects a city or town
characterized by atmictured societal life governed by law, order, justice, and authority. It
shows a picture of civilized living; of societal life of urbansirftrls emphasizes the deep
and significant connection between the conceptslofand madinah noting that the

former pertains to individual believers' spiritual duties, while the latter relates to their
collective life within a governed community -Attas further highlights the historical
importance of renaming the town of Yathrib toldladinahor Madinah alNabiy (The City of
the Prophet,"mayAllah bless him and grant him peageWhich marked a pivotal shift. This
renaming signified a transformation where the city became the embodiment of Islamic
sociapolitical order under the Prophet Muhamad's authority. The designation "City of the
Prophet" thus represents the ideal realization of Islamic principles and governance,
establishing the city as a model of Islamic societal order.

Given the crucial role of cities, it is unsurprising that th@&nhsc community (ummah)
expanded cities (mudun) across the Middle East and beyond from the first century Hijrah
onwards. For Muslims, understanding city life and its extensive history in various arts is
essential for comprehending Islam and its civilizatim this context. Hiorns (1956) notes
that city-building is not only one of the most comprehensive but also one of the earliest
major arts of civilization. Hiorns highlights the significance of urban development as a
fundamental aspect of cultural and @etal evolution, reflecting its integral role in shaping
Islamic civilization and urban identity.

Lapidus (1984) observed that Muslim cities were products of Islamic civilization, serving as
microcosms that reflect the broader historical forces shapstgn. He emphasized that
political institutions, religious values, and social organizations within these cities were
created by their residents. This perspective underscores the integral role of urban
environments in the development and manifestation daisic civilization.

Ibn Khaldun, a prominent medieval thinker, explored urban issues in his seminahkwork
Mugaddimah(as discussed by Mahdi, 1964). His analysis includes several key concepts such

a4 WdzYNY} y>X KFRFNFKSXZ 0 RI g Addadingto Mdhdi @B4), Wl a1 oA &
GKS GSN)Y WdzYNly NBFSNEBE G2 (K Scludidgydezs, 6§ A dS &2 C
attitudes, and activities expressed through institutions and conventional practices in a

specific time and place. This concept aligns closgély the modern sociological and

anthropological understanding of culture. Conversely, the term hadar denotes city or town
dwellers, reflecting the sedentary nature of urban populations. The term dawlah (state) is

linked to the advancement of civilizatiohighlighting that the rise and decline of cities are
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understanding of how urban and political structures interact and evolution within the
context of Islamic civilization.

Character

Character is a concept relating to intangible heritage and covering a broad range of cultural,
historical and spiritual factors (Lenzerini,2011). It has become used frequently in

conservation and heritage planning legislation and policyfr@n the UK 1967 Civic

' YSYAGASaAa 1 OG0 FyYR A& 27FaGSy -defingble fhigsical A G K o | LIL
characteristiqSwanwick and Fairclough, 2018).

International heritage conservation guidelines emphasize the importance of place identity
and itscultural significance, underscoring the need for protection. The Burra Charter (2013)
defines cultural significance as encompassing aesthetic, historic, scientific, social, or spiritual
values that are embodied in a place's fabric, setting, use, assmtsatineanings, records,
related places, and related objects for past, present, or future generations. In addition to
economic, environmental, and social sustainability, cultural sustainability is recognized as
the fourth pillar of sustainability (Birkelar& Birkeland, 2008; Soini & Birkeland, 2014).
Consistent with the guidelines and principles set forth by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), achieving cultural sustainability in the
heritage field often involvesrpserving and enhancing the place identity of heritage sites
(UNESCO, 2019pwanwick and Fairclough, 2018).

Identity

Identity, initially explored in fields such as logic and the philosophy of psychology, has
expanded in scope to include humamade enwionments. In this context, a city serves as a
platform for shaping society and urban identity, which is crucial to national identity. Urban
identity blends physical heritage, local culture, and geographic context (Cheshmehzangi,
2015). It reflects the digtct characteristics of a city at different times. Therefore,
discussions about urban identity encompass the relationships between people, their
environment, and the city itself. Factors contributing to urban identity also include
individual identities (Nsr and Majedi, 2013).

Urban identity refers to the unique characteristics of a place that distinguish it from other
areas. It is shaped by the experiences of both its residents and visitors (Boussaa, 2018). The
traditional form of a city evolves ovéime. This evolution occurs because cities are
continually developed to address changing needs on various scales (Alexander, 2002).
Hence the identity of a city will also change over titdew a person perceives a place is
shaped by physical (landscape)mal (image), and behavioural factors. In a key and much
cited book, Lynch (1960) emphasized the importance of understanding the sense of place,
authenticity, and character in urban design. He argued that these concepts should be
informed by the views athose directly involved. Building on this, Jivén and Larkham (2003)
advocated that designers should develop more theoretically grounded conceptions of these
elements, further integrating the perspectives of the people directly affected by design
decisions.
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Researchers have proposed various conceptual frameworks for understanding urban
identity. Kaymaz (2013) suggests that urban identity can be assessed through spatial, social,
cultural, and economic dimensions. Relph (1976) focuses on place identitifyohenthree

key components: physical features and appearances, activities, and meanings and symbols.
Emphasizing the physical dimension of urban identity, Ziyaee (2018) argues that it can be
comprehended through a combination of physical urban elemeunth ®s streets, squares,
buildings, public spaces, urban furniture, and sculptures. Additionally, urban identity
frameworks often integrate both physical and nphysical characteristics. Lynch (1960),
proposes analyzing a city's image through three faaeentity, structure, and meaning.

Lynch (1960) identifies five key elements that contribute to the imageability of cities: paths,
edges, districts, nodes, and landmarks. While these elements are physical attributes that
enhance the imaginability of ags, Lynch also highlights the importance of meanings and
emotions, which are often considered intangible. Similarly, Montgomery (1998) and Punter
(2007) emphasize aspects that shape the sense of place in urban public spaces, including
physical settings, acA A GAS&AX YR YSIyAy3ad Ly fAYyS 6AGK
categorizes elements influencing users' perceptions of a place into forms, activities, and
images. Carmona (2014) further notes that physical andptoysical aspects of urban

identity are frequently interrelated. The concept of urban identity becomes even more
pertinent when viewed through the lens of heritage studies, as heritage plays a crucial role
in shaping urban identity by reflecting the relationship between the communityitsnd
environment. Historical buildings and artefacts embody collective connotations from
historical, cultural, and material perspectives, thereby enriching urban identity (Geng et al.,
2023).

Migrant

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) dha@® G SNA T S& WYAINI yiQ |
term, not defined under international law, reflecting the common lay understanding of a

person who moved away from his or her place of usual residence, whether within a country

or across an international border, temporgror permanently, and for a variety of reasons.

The term includes several of weléfined legal categories of people, such as migrant

workers; persons whose particular types of movements are legally defined, such as

smuggled migrants; as well as those whatatus or means of movement are not

specifically defined under international law, such as international students (Displacement
Tracking Matrix in Libya (DTM LIBYA, 2023)).

Urban change

It has been noted above that the traditional form of a city evolves over time. This occurs
because cities are continually developed to address changing needs on various scales
(Alexander, 2002). This continuous process of change ranges from slow tcarapidom

large to small scale (am & Adams, 2019). This process is often described as "evolution” (e.g.,
Scheer, 2017; Tumtlrk et al., 2024), though some debate persists about whether this
metaphor is appropriate (Larkham, 1999). The term "urban transftionahas increasingly

been used to describe not just general urban change, but also a specific type of directed
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change. As noted by Hoélscher and Frantzeskaki (2021), urban transformation "epitomizes

the hope that cities provide rich opportunities for coiuting to local and global

sustainability and resilience." Research on urban transformation is building a rich and

consistent agenda that integrates multiple perspectives and disciplines aimed at fostering

radical change toward more sustainable and daslie urban systems (Holscher &
Frantzeskaki, 2021, p. .2~ (KA a GKSaAra dzaSa GKS GSNY 27F
this.
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Chapter One: Introduction

1.1. Introduction:

Throughout history, urban transformations have been shaped by dominant forces. Cities are
complex, difficult to manage, and affect individuals in direct and indirect ways (Lynch, 1984),
both positively and negatively. Cities also continually change and, in some instances, must
adjust to changes brought by new migrants (Scarce, 1996), and there are some periods in
history ¢ and some locationg where migration has resulted in sudden and subs&in

urban change. Change can bring improvements but does not always have a positive effect: it
can be threatening or unsettling for lorggtablished residents. Cities have long been

moulded by the most influential contemporary forces (Lynch, 1984), amd the mid

twentieth century these include globalisation, which has diminished the significance of time
and space in shaping human activities (Friedman, 1992; Robertson, 1992). This has
increased the power of disruptions in fields such as culture, ideraitg locality (Clark,

1997; Farnen, 1994). Identity is a key factor here, as it links the values of individuals, groups
Ay a20ASGes G2 GKS aoltsS 2F (GKS OAGeé FyR S@S
to discuss identity, as character hasignificant role in urban identity according to the

Western urban literature, particularly in older, historical cities (Sepe & Pitt, 2014). In this
thesis, the character of the city encompasses both its identity and visual appearance (Krier,
2009).

Globaization has led to the migration of broad segments of the population from theabn
producing parts of the Arab world to the oil rich parts and from developing to developed
nations as well as from poor to rich ones (Asfour, 2006). Uttsarsformations ;emming

from the industrial revolution and globalisation have altered family relationships, degraded
neighbourhoods, and reduced conventional social ties (Magbool, 2019). This has led to
increasing migration to cities and subsequent issues such as ovdgpiopi housing
challenges, infrastructure strain, unemployment and informal labour, environmental
degradation, social Inequality, the breakdown of traditional social ties, crime and security
concerns, and public health challenges. These issues haveacsulhe neglect of certain
parts of some cities (Power & Mumford, 1999).

Social and cultural values shape the character of a city, but can also be atbgategtiad
factors For instance, new migrants bring their own culture, potentially changingxtstireg
urban culture and societys(uisser & Patterson, 201This tweway interaction between city
and culture can affect both the physical shape of the city and the culture rdsident
population New migrants, for example, can significaraffectthe city's lifestyle and change
its culture, and they can bring new requirements for physical and infrastructure changes



Koser& Salt(1999) explore the relationship between cities, culture, glaadilon, and
immigration to understand how new migrants influence and change the culture of existing
LJ2 LJdzf F GA2ya YR K2g GKAA LINRPOS&aa akKl LSa GKS
environment can be complex (e.g., in French cities with significamigration from North
Africa). Migrants are often housed in higensity suburbs and dissatisfied with the

conditions of their homes, lack of job opportunities, and limited facilities, leading to a lack of
adaptation (Kaplan, 2015) and social unrest. ideev, this is a twavay process new

residents also bring changes to the environment, such as convéainger Christian

churches into mosques in the UK (Villis & Hebing, 2014). Historic buildings may become
neglected, altered, demolished, or replaced wikbw structures that align with the

newcomers' cultural identity, leading some othersperceive these changes as a change

local heritageor a change to character and identii§ale, 2004).

This phenomenon is not exclusive to Western cities, butniush less weltesearched in
other cultural contexts in other parts of the world. It also occurs in historical cities in the
Arab world, where immigrants from various regions often encounter existing urban
structures, histories, and architectural stylesathmay seem unfamiliar or at odds with their
cultural values and beliefs (Mansoori et al., 2010). As Bianca (2000) elucidates,
newcomers in these settings frequently confront challenges stemming from cultural
disparities in historical AratxIslamiccities. In historic urban centres across the Arab world,
immigrants from diverse regions grapple with cultural disparities that manifest as
incongruities between their own cultural values and the latgnding urban fabric steeped
in the city's rich historyred architecture.

Immigrant workers began coming to Libya with the discovery of oil in the late 1950s. They

settled in major urban citiesuchast NA L2 f A | yR . Sy3aKFIT Ad [Ao06el Q&
country dependent on foreign workers and their expages in many of its development

projects (Belgasem, 2005). A large influx of immigrants, however, began arriving in Libya in

the mid-1980s looking for jobs and a better life. Immigrants were of two types; immigrants

who came from rural areas and immigramtho came from foreign countries; Arab and

non-Arab. Both types of immigrants shared certain characteristics; they were generally poor

and looking for better life, different jobs, and different life style (Belgas2dnb).

Forexample the OId City of Tripoli, famous for its long history and heritage architecture,

was subject to rapid urban growth. Although this growth happened beyond the old city

walls, it brought about fundamental changes witlirK S 2 fpRysical’erivigofndent.

New urban development sprang up almost everywhere around the old city, disturbed the

socio and economic living pattern of the old city residents and caused most of them to move
2dzid ¢KS 2fR OAGeQa FT2NNSNI NSAARShéiakeasg K2 az2d
2dz0 AARS (KS 2fR OAleé FolyR2YSR GKSANI K2dzaSazx
immigrants who came to the country looking for work and better earnings. These

immigrants found in the houses of the old city cheap, if not free, accommodation.
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Few were paying rents or utilities. Moreover, they brought large households. Wldr{ie

traditional) dwellings housed more than one family. This migration led to a change in the
demographic characteristics tfe oldcity and, in turn, its traditionalirbanstructure

(Datta,2012) Within the context of the old city, immigrants have influenced its living

environment a great deal. Taking place in an era of urban economic restructuring, the
demographic compositional changes in the old city have the pa@étd produce major

OKIy3Sa 2y (GKS OAdeQa daNbly FIONRO o6. St Al asSy
includingovercrowding, deteriorating buildings, and lack of adequate infrastructure

(Belgasem, 2005).

As newcomers engage with the urban enviramt they often experience a sense of
detachment and may embark on initiatives to align the cityscape with their cultural norms.
This interplay between incoming cultural influences and thegxisting urban framework
introduces multifaceted implication®f the city's collective identity, its sociocultural
dynamics, and the preservation of architectural heritage.

Urban anthropology and architectural studies have examined this intricate situation,
particularly inlong-establishectities that bear distinctwtural and historical imprints that
evolved organically over centuri¢gukin, 2012Yun,2017) Thereis a welestablished idea

in Western architectural theory and urban design that the built environment can impact
LS2L) Sya tAQSa ARSEHEEt® FT2NJ GKS 0S3GGSNI 6wAaC
Wnvironmental determinisi@suggestshat actionssuch asuilding better infrastructure

(e.g., schools and hospitals) and reducing commuting times through improved access to
amenities can lead to a higher quality of life (Richards, 2016%. is related tarban and

regional planningvhich, as an organised fielof human activity, emerged out of the
unacceptable and inhumane living conditions prevalent in the rapidly expahdexgern
industrial cities of theeighteerth andnineteerth centuries. The emergence of planning was
intimately linked to a broader reforrmovement,which sought to redress the probleno$
unconstrained capitalism, through changes to the politics, economy and geography of cities
(Cherry, 1988; Hall, 1988; Schaffer, 1988).

| 26 SOSNE ol airl0 WYAAald!l 1SaQ | NeRpaignioSayab O2 YYA GG S
metropolises due (in part) to a lack of trained town planners and architects (Bianca, 2000;
Sheshtawy, 2004; 2010)he import of concepts and models of development from the West
into other cultures has been a problem (Nasr and Volai®30While local planners and
architects know local habits and conditions better than foreign experts, thaynot always

be adequately trained in translating their valuable knowledge into urban design and
planning. In contrast, wetkained foreign consultants are not welkersed in local
characteristics and fail to effectively produappropriatepolicies and planning solutien It

is vital to understand the characteristics of the traditional urban form in the Arab region
and how Western urban models have helped create a modern antithesis tfaitigonal
Arabic Islamiccity.



The initial proposal for this PhD research pobjeriginated from an examination of the
deteriorating state of the built environment in the old city of Tripoli. The project aimed to
understand why the ancient cities in Libya adeterioratingdespite numerous maintenance
initiatives, and why these effts have not led to significant improvements in the built
environment.

The researcher's connection to this topic is deeply personal and professional. Born and

raised in Derna, a coastal city with a traditional Acablamic character akin to the old city

of Tripoli, the researcher has a background in architecture and urban design. In 2012, the
researcher was appointed as a lecturer in the Department of Architecture and Urban Design

at the University of Derna, where field visits with students to histocdads, particularly

GKS FyOASylGd OAGEe 2F ¢NALRfIAZI AYyGSyairFTASR GKS
environments.

Initially, the research centred solely on the physical aspects of the built environment in
these historical cities, without considag other influential factors such as migration,

cultural shifts, societal changes, and the evolving identity of the communities inhabiting
these spaces. However, it soon became evident that understanding the broader societal,
cultural, and identityrelated contexts was crucial for addressing the research questions
effectively. This realization led to a more comprehensive approach that encompasses not
only the architectural and urban design elements but also the social and cultural dynamics
that shape the than form and its transformations over time.

1.2. Aimand objectives

This research aims tevelopa holistic framework to better understand the factors
impacting the identityof Arabiclslamic historical cities in Libya. Its objectives are:

1- To review the current state of knowledge on the changing form, character and
identity of traditional Arabiclslamiccity cores.

2-¢2 ARSY(GATE IyR SELX IAY (KErehdenasBfy & &G ¢
character, appearance and identity.

3- To explorgprofessional€and resident® |y 2 ¢t SR 3 SabdutthRcudnih y A 2 y &
state ofthe historictraditional Arabic Islamiccity centrein Tripoli.

4- To develop a framework that supports decisimaking processes and leads to
changes in the identity dfaditional Arabic Islamic citiem Libya

5- To draw conclusions and communicate findings to relevant stakeholders.



1.3. Structure of the thesis

This thesis is divided into seven chapters. This first chapter has justified the research
problem and presented the aim and objectives.

Chapter 2 provides a criticaview of the literature, first identifying and discussing the

factors that have influenced the formation of, and changes to, urban form through history
(e.g., migration, immigrants, culture, and society). Gl@a#ibn has created a new pattern

of urbansation that, together with the industrial revolution (a twentiettentury

phenomenon in Libya), has changed familial social relations and driven increased migration
to major cities. Two critical featuresurban identity and character have significantly

affected social identity and urban culture in Muslim society, the division of urban spaces and
their effectson Muslim society, and the role of social and cultural values in shaping
traditional cities. The chapter concludegidentifyingthe research gap and search

question.

Chapter 3, the methodology chapter, begins with a brief overview of the research
philosophies and approach. This is followed by a detailed discussion of the data collection
methods, the two stages of data collection, and a justificatmmgualitative sem

structured interviews. It then discusses the selection processes for professional and resident
interview participants, documentation, and the use ofsite observation. Lastly, the

gualitative content analysis method is reviewadd the use of Tripoli as the case study is
justified.

Chapter 4 presents a historical overview of Tripoli, a traditional Libyan city, as the case study
F2N) GKA& NBAaASENOKd LG Sfith centuyy,Sd@ntifilirg Rey kol Q &
for the aurvival of the urban fabric (i.e., identity). Chapter 5 focuses on data analysis and the

five main themes: economics, law, social culture, built environment, and degisakng.

The analysis is based on transcribed interviews and documentary materialsasuaeaps,

photos, and observation notes.

Chapter 6, the discussion chapter, examines the primary factors responsible for changes in
the urban form and urban identity of historic Tripoli. The migration of a particular group of
people over time has resultein a significant shift that can be characsed as "urban

decay". The chapter discusses how social change can unintentionally contribute to urban
decay and identifies decisiemaking, law and economy, and society/culture as crucial
factors for understading urban change. In Tripoli, migratiomduced social change and a
specific Libyan propertselated law played a significant role in altering urban identity and
subsequent urban decay. The respondents often used Arabic words and phrases
synonymous with trban decay," such as "crisis/disaster in the built environment". The lack
of a truly equivalent Arabiterm in the relevant literaturds identified (and supported by

the relevant Arabic literaturén this feld).

KA



Chapter 7 offers conclusions, demonstrates progress made toward the research aims and
202S0O00AGPSas YR FT2NBIANRdzyRa GKS aitdzRéeQa 1y2¢
framework for understanding the factors that affect and change the identity abhézal

Arabiclslamic cities in Libya and beyond. Understanding urban identity requires a

comprehensive understanding of social and economic perspectives, not only of the built
environment. This framework will be valuable for city administrations, prodess$ urban

designers, planners, and architects who manage changing urban identities and built

environments. It can help them shape better citiesttoe future, while retaining théorms

of traditional Aralic-Islamic urban identity. Finally, the chaptastbnes the limitations and

challenges of this study and some possibilities for future research.



Chapter Two: Literature Review

2.1. Introduction

Identity is a complex anchultifaceted concept that shapes how individuals and
communities understand and interact with the world around them (Hall, 1990). Specifically
urban identity and character help shape the physical, social, and cultural fabric of cities
(Jacobs, 1961). Hower, globakation has brought about changes in the construction and
perception ofurban identities, particularly in Western cities whdhe speed, scale and

nature ofurban change and the loss of cultural heritaage urgentconcerngKarg 2019.

On theother hand,Arabiclslamic cities preserd casestudyof how social, cultural, and
religious values continue to shape the built environment and urban identity.

This chapter will explore the relationship between culture, identity, and urban spaces in
Islamic cities. It critically examines the historical, cultural, and social factors influencing
urban identity and character iArabiclslamic cities and how culturahd social values (e.g.,
religion, customs, and traditions) are embodied in the built environment and divisions of
(Islamic) urban spaces. Finally, the chapter explores why cultural heritage is being lost in
traditional Arabiclslamic cities and the impeecof this deterioration on the social and
cultural fabric of Muslim societies.

Throughout history, the city has undergone transformations shaped by dominant forces,
and this holds true todagKostoff, 19911992 Knox, 1993)Cities are complex, challemgj

to manage, and can impact individuals in direct and indirect ways (Lynch, G88ditti et
al.,2021). People can be influenced by cities in either a positive or negative manner. Cities
must adjust to changes brought by new migrants. While change 6ag improvements to
some cities, it may not always have a positive effect. When new populations move to an
existing city, they bring their own culture alade likely tochange the existing city's culture

and society (Lefebvre, 1991). This tway interacton between city and culture can affect

the shape of the city, as well as the culture of the indigenous people. For example, the new
migrants can make an impact on the city's lifestyle, influencing and changing the culture of
the existing population (Zukjri995). The shift in urbasation, resultingparticularlyfrom

the Industrial Revolution and globsdtion, since the migkwentieth century,has caused
alterations in family relationships, the degradation of neighbourhoods, and the reduction of
conventional social ties (Magbool, 2019). This has led to a rise in migration to cities,
potentially causingoroblems and resulting in the neglect of ste citiesor parts of cities
(Powerand Mumford, 1999).



There is a close relationship between the design of the built environment and the
behaviours and lifestyles of those who reside in the city (Lynch, 1960). Modernistdesign
prevalent in architectur@and planning in the second half of the twentieth centurgimed

to change society through space. Sidtiefin environmental determinism and social
engineering positioned society and space as mechanically interrelated (Madanipour, 1997).

At an urban scaldghat environmental determinism and social engineering was principally
carried out through town planning. However, this tended largely to focus onUsed
planning, and urban design emerged during the 1950s and 1960s, in part as a reaction to
modernism awl in part as an extension to that lange planning focus (Arida, 2008). Urban
design has a wide range of definitiorsg¢, for exampleRowley, 1994; Schurch, 1999).
These definitions range from "a lot of architecture" to "the synergy of business,
government, planning, and design" (Madanipour, 1997). However, the two most common
definitions are "the interface between architecture, towraphing, and related professions"
and "the 3D design of people's places, care and management” (Madanipour, 1997).
Designers must always consider the social aspedtsenf designs and urban space. This is,
to a greater extent, being represented inthe neMk 02y OSLJG 2 F WLX I OSYI { A
Larkham, 2024).

bSs6 NBAARSY(HIAaQ IRILWGFGAZ2Ya G2 GKSANI 6odzAf G Sy
immigrants may find existing city structures, history, and architecture to be unfamiliar and
incompatible with tkeir own cultural values and beliefs {Mlansoori et al., 2010). This can

lead to the neglect, alteration, demolition, or replacement of historic buildings with new

structures that alignmore closelywith the newcomers' culturadentity (Nilsonand Thorell

2018).This chapter reviews these complex dynamics and their role in the transformation of
historical cities. It identifies the gap between historical cities, their original cultures,

immigration, and the resulting impacts on cultural preservat{dlilson and Tharell, 2018)

and urban form and identity.

2.2.Background on labour migration to Libya:

Libya has historically been a major destination country for foreign workers from across sub
{FKFENITY ! FNAOFIS b2NIK ! FNAOFY GKS aARRfS 9l 4
position makes it a key location for both transit migrations along thett@eNediterranean

Route as well as labour migration to Libya.

In an anthropological study of the city of Tripoli, Elbendak (2008) discussed modernization
and migration from the countryside to the city of Tripoli, as well as from Arab and African
countries to Tripoli. He examined the phenomenon of the new urban social structure that
was born from the old social structure of Tripoli. He identified the deterioration, closure or
transfer of the industry that was the main economic source of the city. TherLibyeural,
political and economic systems changed with the discovery of oil, which led to pressures of

8



social change that led to modernization and urban transformation at the personal and

societal levelsElbendalalsostated that urbanization and econonaye clasely linked to
economic growthlin the case of Libya, urbanization has been boosted by oil, and its policies

have been designed to encourage urbanization and modernization. Consequently, Libyan

society has become highly urbanized but not hightiustrialized Elbendak 2008).

As an example of the data, Tablegive urbanization rates of North Afa countries (as

percentage) betweerd950 and 2000. TabteA Yy RA O (i S a
population lives in urban areas. Taldlalso indicates that there has been a rapid population

aKI G

growth in Libya, particularly in between 192000. It is the highest urbanization rate in
North Africa due to immigration (Elbendak, 2008).

Country | InYear| InYear| InYear| InYear| InYear InYear| InYear
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000

Algeria 18 31 35 40 54 47 60
Egypt 43 50 55 60 65 67 69
Libya 20 26 45 62 78 79 88
Morocco 24 27 33 39 45 49 51
Tunisia 26 30 36 47 53 55 60
Mauritania 2 6 - 29 40 46 49

Table (1) Urbanisation rates of Nowfrica countries (as percentag€gource Elbendak, 2008)

[derived from United Nations, World Bank 1995 and other references].

Libya shares more than 4,000 km of borders with six cound¢riegypt, the Sudan, Chad, the

Niger, Algeria and Tunisgaaltogether counting a population of roughly 200 million, of

whom just over 6 million are in Libya, accarglito the last census, in 20061¢ next census
was planned for 2016 but was postponed by the ongoing civi) (#drica Housing Finance
Yearbook, 2023). TRél 2 2 NA& (i &

2F YAINIyda Ay
particularly Chad, Egypt, the Niger and the Sudan (Borgnas et al., 2019).
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Figure (1Migrants identified in Libya, by region.
(Source: International Organization for Migration (122020).

Prior to the United Nations air and arms embargo (3921 nn0 > DI RRI FA Q& LJ2f A
encouraging nationals coming from Arab countries had enabled Libya to attract large

numbers of Arab workers filling employment gaps (Maghur, 2010). Migration pdlicies

Libya have played a decisive role in shaping migration trends and dynamics, attracting

foreign labour to the country (IOM, 2012). These have evolved in line with domestic and

foreign policy developments. The main legal framework governing the enforaifin

nationals was adopted in the 1980s. Law No. 6 of 1987 outlines the general conditions for

entry and stay in Libya applicable to foreigners. Law No. 10 of 1989 allowed nationals from

Arab countries to enteand live inLibya, enjoying the same righas Libyan citizens. Some

important changes to the legal framework were introduced in the 1990s. The perceived lack

of support from Arab countries following the United Nations sanctions caused Tripoli to shift

its foreign policy towards Africa. This invetl ending visa requirements for nationals of sub
{FKFENITY ' FNROFIY O2dzyGNASa [yR 2LISYyAy3a [Adel C
West African countries such as Nigeria, the Sudan, Chad and Mali (Betgh&2019).

Seeking better live has led heigumbers of migrants toward large cities, and Tripoli in

particular (the capital city has historically been the most attractive urban centre in the

country) (Attwairi, 2017)By the 1990s, the Pdn F NA Ol y Yo AUGA 2y a 2F [ A0
led to the $gning of labour agreements with other African countries and the lsgde

arrival of subSaharan African labourers (IOM, 2019). Nationals from Arab countries were

1C



also encouraged to stay, benefitting from advantageous conditions compared with other
migrant workers in the labour market, including the enjoyment of some political rights, such
0KS DSYySNJI ¢

I a

political roles (ICMPD, 2020)he largest migrant populations were in the cadsegions of

Tripoli city (Displacement Tracking Matrix in Libya (DTM LIBYA, 2023).
NATIONALITY

LI NGAOALI GAY3I AY

NUMBE
OF

R %

MIGRANTS

Niger

Egypt

Sudan

Chad

Nigeria

Syria
Bangladesh
Ghana

Mali

Tunisia
Palestine
Other

South Sudan
Burkina Faso
Eritrea
Senegal
Pakistan

Mauritania

MIGRANTS

172,907
160,163
131,207
84,989
29,854
25,887
21,848
14,448
13,507
6,814
6,735
5,538
4,150
4,056
3,814
3,565
2,640
2,628

/I $G§S RQL 2419

Somalia
Morocco
Ethiopia
Unknown
Guinea
Cameroon

TOTAL FOR
LIBYA

1,862
1,862
1,280
1,255
1,211
1,107
705,746

24%
23%
19%
12%
4%
4%
3%
2%
2%
1%
1%
0.8%
0.6%
0.6%
0.5%
0.5%
0.4%
0.4%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
100%

Table (2) Nationality and Numbef Migrants

t S2LJ SQa /

(Source: Displacement Tracking Matrix in Libya (DIBWYA 2023).

Note: For the purposes of collecting data on migration, the United Nations Department of
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2.3. Identity

2.3.1. Definition and concept

Identity describes who an individual or group is (as defimgdthers or oneself) (Vignoles,
2017). The Harmoon Centre for Contemporary Studies explains that identity is not
permanent but constantly changing and fluidt is a process, not a fixed point {bmad,
2021; Cheshmehzangi, 201%he Centre posits thahe concept of identity is a recent
problem and must be viewed from a shared perspective that combines its different
definitions.The question of "who | am" falls between individual and societal spaces; it is
both private and public (AHamad, 2021). Thiglationship between public and private
spaces is a key concern in modern society, especially in urban areas.

t NAGFEGS YR AYGSNA2NI 4L OS 6S3IAya gAGK GKS
to the home, neighbourhood, city, and finally the mesiblic and impersonal spaces. Such
spaces are interdependent, and community identity is closely tied to the form and history of

a place (Madanipour, 2003). It creates a sense of place over time, whether in a large region
like a country or a small town. &refore, it is essential to understand the concept of

cultural identity from a historical perspective {Ahmad, 2021).

Another key concept related to identityespecially social identityis the nation.

Nationalities emerged in the struggles agaimstjor empires. The period of national division
came after the defeat of the Napoleonic project and the convening of the Vienna project in
18141815. After World War 1l, polarization between the US, the Soviet Union, and the
nonaligned bloc coincided witthé emergence of international institutions concerned with
human rights (AHamad, 2021). Cultural identity then emerged as a political problem
motivated by a concern for cultures that have long suffered exclusion and marginalization
(AFHamad, 2021). Theoanection between social identity and personal identity is a crucial
topic in the social sciences. Traditions and identity are key, yet sensitive, components of the
social landscape (Cheshmehzangi, 2015).

Place identity, also known as locational identigpresents the pivotal connection between

culture and place (Cheshmehzangi, 2015). It is a versatile concept that forms the basis of
numerous psychological theories on humanvironment relationships (Zimmerbauer et al.,

2012; Qazimi, 2014Y.he concept oplace identity was introduced by Proshansky (1978),

K2 RSFTAYSR AG la atK2aS RAYSyaAzya 2F aSt¥
relation to the physical environment by means of a complex pattern of conscious and
unconscious ideas, feelis, values, goals, preferences, skills, and behavioural tendencies

NBf SOyl (2 | aPdskakskyl 10)88ateidentB y6 ¥ Sopfipleik cognitive
structure comprised of attitudes, values, thoughts, beliefs, meanings, and behaviours that

go beyond simple emotional attachments and a sense of belonging. Place identity

12



encompasses thoughts and beliefs about the physical environment and forms part of each
individual's seldentity (Proshansky et al., 198Beng et al., 2020).

2.3.2. Urban identty and character

' NDFYy ARSYGAGe Aa QFNAR2dzat e RSFAYSR Fa aLX | C
GAYEF3IS 2F | LY I @88 ¢ A dzy Ry @A WAL @S XL 2 F LI |
pertainil 2 dzNB Iy ARSYy(dAGe | &4 (#Sfor@eapieSLIi 2F WRA &
Cheshmehzangi, 2015). Urban identity draws on distinctive scales and stylistic properties in

every city; it is shaped by physical, cultural, socioeconomic, historical and formational

factors. It is formed by urban people and their lifestyles and develops continuously to

maintain the concept of sustainability. "Character" refers to distinctive personality traits or

features that make a city unique and distinguish it from other plaeas,(physical

appearance, cultural heritage, architecture, history, and social and demographic makeup). It

is dynamic and constantly evolving, encompassing not just the physical elements of a city

odzi It a2 GKS | OGA QDA G A Scashapds itshuiban idbiditi A RSy G a o !
Importantly, all the definitions of character understand places to be distinguishable from

one another (Crangnd Thrift, 2000; Crysler, 2003; Lynch, 1960)

Many scholars (e.g., Evans et al., 2011) ask why most modern towinstees have a similar
look dominated by idential buildings, multinational companies, and arbitrarily enforced

dzNB 'y RSaA3dy NHz Bhé ModerSUrdaikl@ridscapdiersrsonie dide]|
ranging answerdt builds on his earlier booRlace and Rcelessnes@Relph, 1976) and uses
many illustrations and examples to explore the origins and development of specific
landscape featuredde argues that modern cities radically differ from their predecessors in
scale, style, details, and meanings. Thelbtvaces how interconnected changes in
architecture, aesthetic fashions, planning, and economic and social conditions have created
the landscape that now prevails in most citi#sese insights have motivated a large body of
work on the processes of urbamange and how decisiemaking shapes places (e.g.,

Larkham and Conzen, 2018)KS t A YA G | ( A 2of the2pFesent StiidiiSiIgous g 2 NJ|
on the develped industrialised West: Arablslamic cities are not considergand there is

no equivalent irthe Arabic literature

The concept of urban identity is formed by the values and appearance of a city, and the

study of urban identity and transformation has gained populatitsban identity and

character can be viewed as the result of experiences ireaiip place, with urban scholars

often using this perspective as their starting point in studying these phenomena (Evans et

al., 2011). Changing soctoultural and economic circumstances brought about by

globalgation have reshaped cities (Sirel, 200B3onomic globadt G A 2y Q& F2 Odza 2y
consumers and material and economic interests has resulted in the common use of

corporation identityprogrammes However, identity has also become important in areas

beyond commerce, with cities, charities, ueisities, and clubs, among others, now having

13



their own identities (Olins, 2017). Identity has become a comprehensive theme for the
creation of new places and built environments (Cheshmehzangi, 2015). Everysatigani
performs numerous daily transactier{e.g., buying, selling, hiring and firing, manufacturing,
painting, cleaning, and advertising), during which it presents itself or a part of itself to
different groups of people. The totality of this presentation creates the osgdéion's

identity (Olirs, 2017)The appearance and performance of a product, like the BMW carr,
often significantly influences the overall image of the company (Olins, 20ig) concept
extends to cities, where urban appearance and iderdifgct perceptiors, resulting in
activities such as place marketing, place branding and place prom(®iain 2002 Boisen et
al., 2018).

Lynch (1981) defines identity as "the extent to which a person can recognise or recall a place
as being distinct from other places." Diffusion providedesar and nuanced understanding

of urban identity and its formation process, which is essential for any student or

professional working in the field of urban planning or urban design studies (Castells, 1996;
Harvey, 1989; Sassen, 1991). Urban identisyasntinuous process formed over time; it
ensures a sense of sustainability (Pol, 2002). Identity is important for creating a sense of
0St2y3aAAy3a YR NBalLkRyaioAftAde (261 NRa 2y SQa
shaped by physical, cultural, soeconomic, historical, and formational factors and

expressed through lifestyles. It is essential to preserve this unique identity during urban
transformations that revitalise, rehabilitate, and protect the city (Pol, 2002). The smallest

unit constituting uban identity is the neighbourhood, although this is often difficult to

identify or define (Jenkand Dempsey, 2007).

2.3.3. Social identity

Social identity refers to the portion of an individual's sahcept that is derived from their
membership in specific social groups (e.g., race, ethnicity, gender, religion, nationality, social
class) (Tajfeand Turner, 1979). This identity is shapeddiared experiences, values,

beliefs, and norms and often serves as a basis for social comparison aadadaHtion.

Social identity influences the individual's thoughts, feelings, and behaviours; it also shapes
their interactions with others, both withi and outside the social group (Turner, 1987).

For example, Pol (2002) explored the relationship between urban identity and urban
transformation The connection between various aspects that shape social identity, such as
the quality of the urban environménz NB aA RSy (G aQ al GAa¥fl oOldAazys:
sense of cohesion and its relationship to sustainabifity. examplethe Cityldentity-

Sustainability (CI®)etwork conducted a study in seven locati¢®P®l 2002 Poland

Castrechini, 2002)n Latin America and Europe, using a standadliquestionnaire and

local qualitative research to evaluate the impact of these factors on sustainability. The

results showed a strong correlation between the factors and sustainability, leading the CIS
Network to suggest social and environmental intervention strategies to advance

sustainability (Pol, 2002).
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However, modern urban life presents challenges for sustainalaetipes. Social issusach
aspoverty,anti-socialbehaviour and a lack of social cohesion limit the viability of

sustainable development. Sustainability requires strong social networks; when this is
lacking, it can only be achieved through the provissbexpensive social services. In the

early twentyfirst century,manycities underwent significant changes (some planned and
some spontaneous), resulting in unplanned groyghch asverpopulation in developing
countries especially iBgypt(Bek et al., @18). Changeso the physical structure of cities

can disrupt the conditions and relationships that foster a strong sense of community (Pol,
2002). Urban planning may even lead to forced relocation, which can elicit strong resistance
from affected residentand/or crede stronger communities among relocated populations

(for a UK example sdevansandLarkham, 2004).

Numerous urban design scholars have explored the (disruptive) impact of urban planning on
community identity and social cohesio@.2 NJ S E | Y LJ Sl}classlt Waddesin 6 m e
text The Death and Life of Great American Ciegles that forced relocation and the

demolition of communities for new development projects can destroy unique

neighbourhoods and cultural heritage. For Jacobs, urban planning spoatdise the

preservation of existing communities and their distinct identities over new developments.
Similarly Whyte (1980)in a similarly classic texdrgues that successful urban planning
daK2dzZ R O2yaARSNI NBAaARSY (Uésign elethddts.HE arglieS ik a = y 2
urban space should foster a sense of community and encourage social interaction. Finally,
Knaap and llie (1999) found that residents in a neighbourhood with a strong sense of
community identity are more likely to resist ages imposed by urban planning initiatives.
Therefore, urban planners should consider the social and cultural characteristics of a
community before implementing changes. Urban planners should be aware of potential
disruptions to community ties and work tainimise negative impacts on residents and
neighbourhoods. As Lynctotes, in a classic text in urban design, highly cited and still in

print,

The city is a shared symbolic universe and as a community, and it is more than a
mere organization of land; it @bove all, de facto, a social entity. Where the city
connects dwellers with their surroundings, enhancing the meaning of everyday life
and strengthening the identity of the group and the gg&lynch, 196D

TherefoeX Cities have the capability of praling something for everybody, only
0SOlIdzaSs YR 2yfeé ¢KSy3> (JadoiSE61) THE; ONXB I (SR
bridging wltures is the ideal guide for mayors, public authorities, housing providers

and citizens passionate about-aetivating public spacen the cities with the

creative pulse of interculturalisrfNasser2015).
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Social and relational fabrics do tend to regenerate; however, this process takes time and
involves the formation of new relationships, individual and collective identities|@oad
level orgargations. Importantly, urban planning should not only preserve significant
buildings and monuments but also existing social netw¢8tsrazi and Keivani, 2019b)

It is crucial to consider the historical context and evolution of an urbairenment,

including the interactions between human activity, built form, and nature. In this

understanding, the local urban context creates a sense of place that plays a crucial role in
fostering a strong sense of identity among urban settlers (Punt&¥11Relph, 1976). The

preservation of cultural and historical elements is also essential for creating a sense of place,

a sense of history, and a sense of continuity in the urban environment. The neighbourhood

is not just a means for participation but sess/to strengthen the bonds between residents

FYR GKSANI SY@ANRYYSyYylo | Gfedsh@vipeoplKitteiaktOl f & (0 N
and their attitudes towards the environmerfeor example drge cities consume more

energy and create more pollutiorué to an overreliance on mototransportation, and also

sometimes influenced by urban planning proces$es these processes do natways
O2YAARSNI GKS f20Ff LRLMzZFGA2yQa LINBFSNByOSac
disconnection if the surroundg environnent seems unfamiliar (P@002 Haugeet al.,

2009 Juddet al., 2024).

Housing design can play a crucial role in shaping the identity of a neighboufRob2002,
Hauge et al., 2009; Judd et al., 2024). Dwellinigs and complexes with a distinctive
appearance can create a lively environment of pride and contentment among residents.
Neighbourhood identity is formed through the ongoing relationship between the place and
its inhabitants; it is both a cultural exgssion created by the residents and a means of
preserving the cultural heritage of the city. Nature also plays an important role in this
process, as residents often consider wakserved greenery and mature trees to be the
most attractive aspect of theineighbourhoodOdum 2015, Prochorskaite et ak016;
Azizibabani et al2022).The incorporation of green spaces (e.g., parks and gardens) also
enhances the overall urban experience by providing a respite from the built environment
and opportunities fo recreation, social interaction, and enjoymentrature, as became

very clear during the COVdntbreak(Linet al.,2023).Planners and architects must

consider the cultural significance of nature and the role it plays in shaping the identity of a
city and its residents. As Berglu(MP98)S E LJt | Ayas a2fR GNBS&az 2fR K
urban places as well as parkare al symbols of survival. They remind us of those who lived
0SF2NBE |yR (GK2aS. gK2 gAtft tAGBS | FUSNI dzaé
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Lastly, the public spaces of a citthe streets, plazas, and parklay a crucial role in

shaping our perceptions of the urban environment (even more soyth 1 KS OA (& aféf
towering buildings) (Carmona, 2018). The public domain provides an arena for public

circulation and space for additional functions and activities. Public city space is a communal

area where individuals engage in both practical andlsyim activities that bring the
O2YYdzyAtle G23ISHKSNE 620K Ay LIS2LX SQa RIAf& N
al., 1992, p. xi). The public domain, which encompasses these public spaces and the

buildings that surround them, is immensely intfant in shaping the character and identity

of a city (Madanipour, 1996). Public urban spaces have long had historical significance

(Webb, 1990; Calabi, 2017; Zerlang, 20E3En the earliest cities evidence the fundamental

human desire to govern and betify the streets and open spaces to make them more

functional and visually appealing for residents (Mandeli, 2019).

The street has long been an essential source of public open space right in the heart of urban
communities (Barnett, 1982; Moughtin, 1998rderson, 1992Mehta, 2013)The street has

dual characteristics closely tied to its form: it serves as both a path and a place. Jane Jacobs,
the renowned critic of modern design principles, empbadithe importance of streets in

cities: "Streets and thesidewalks, the main public places of a city, are its most vital organs.

If a city's streets look interesting, the city looks interesting; if they look dull, the city looks

R dzf Jacébs]1®61). Thedistinctive identitiesof many citiesare shaped by their

characteristic streets (e.g., the High Street in Oxford, the Ramblas in Barcelona, canal streets
in Amsterdam, streets lined witGeorgian brickerrace houses in London, and the narrow
streets defined by traditional homes and courtyasalls in Istanbu{Ladd, 2020).

Narrow streetdacilitate a range of social interactions between individuals and between
individuals and theienvironment (Madanipoui n n o Tet & ,@2019).TThey provide a

sense of intimacy and create a more comrabianvironment, as people are forced to

interact with each other in close proximity. This leads to a greater sense of community and
social cohesion since people are more likely to know their neighbours and establish social
connections. However, Madanipo(2003)acknowledges that narrow streets can

sometimes lead to conflict, particularly if they are not properly designed or managed. In
some cases, narrow streets may lead to traffic jams or pedestrian congestion, creating
frustration, tension, or evemnesulting in social unresPsychologically they may cause
tension, dislike or even fegMoughtin, 2007).

The factors leading to urban chamgsocial change and changes in the built environment

are often coincidental, simply the product of various praass(e.g., migration and
development) in a particular area. The outcome of these processes is not always positive.
Recogrsing these complex and interrelated factors helps planners proactively address them
to create positive outcomes for the urban enviroant and its residents.
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2.4. obalisation

Globalgation is the process of expanding and integrating the econgualtics, society,

culture, science, media, and communication at a global scale. It takes many forms, including
international trade, the movement of capital, migration, technology transfer, and the
exchange of cultures, andfacilitated by multinationalcompanies, information and
communication technology, and the market economy (Hajjar, 2010). Géabah shifts

private to public, local to global, and internal aspects of life to external. It is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon with both positivend negative economic, cultural, and political
effects. It involves the exchange and interaction between people, governments, and private
organgations worldwide and is facilitated by tools such as multinational companies,
information and communication témology, and market economies. Historically, it has been
both viewed as an opportunity and a danger, reflecting its diverse impacts on society
(Streeten, 1998; Micklethwa#@ndWooldridge, 2003).

Globalgation is a process of worldly gain, using worldkgilectual knowledge, skills, and
cultures, maxinging profit without consideration of other values to make a global one and
uncontrolled economic, political, and cultural change (Rahman and Sayed Uddin, 2018).
Early examples of globsdition include theconnections established between ancient
civilisations and the colonial processes during the Age of Discoveries. However, glibtrali
was expanded by the Industrial Revolution, nineteenémtury technological advances and
postWorld War Il internationapolitical and economic agreements. The fall of the Soviet
Union facilitated increased communication, trade, and immigration, placing the concept at
the centre of academic and media circles. Gldaéitbn was initially seen as a positive force
for economigprogress and growth; however, growing criticism has expounded on its
negative impactg¢Held, 2004, Yildiz et al., 2023).

Under globakation, various entities use worldly intellectual knowledge, skills, and cultures
to maximee profit and instigate uncomblled economic, political, and cultural change, often
without considering other values (Rahmand Sayed, 2018)Gobalisationis often said to

be a threat to civilsation and culture, as it leads to social alienation, the breakdown of
national belongingsectarian conflict, and the erosion of social values and religious beliefs
(Hajjar, 2010). Moreover, globsdition imposes new cultural patterns, resulting in the loss
of cultural identity and privacy and the suppression of local culture and heritaggi(Haj
2010). These issues are cited by agitibalsation movements, which may be supported by
both anticapitalist leftwing activists and conservative nationalist groups. However, scholars
are still debating the extent to which globstdtion is responsild for issues like
unemployment, inequality, terrorism, and cultural homogeneity.

From an economic perspective, glokation refers to the increasingly close economic ties
between countries, including trade, travel, immigration, shared information, irsgda
crossborder investment, and accelerated technological advancements (Hassan and Kabir,
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2003). Steger (2003) uses the term "globality” to refer to a set of social conditions
charactersed by global economic, political, cultural, and environmental irdenections
and flows that make many currently existing borders and boundaries irrelevant.

TheBritish sociologist Anthony Giddens uggabalisation to describe broad contemporary
changes, including the communication revolution, the weightless economy, thel 98
world, increases in gender equality, and (most importantly) the spread of democracy
(Giddensand Hutton, 2000, p. 12; Ziehl, 2003). Giddepositions globaiation as a dialectic:
"the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities in such a way
that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa"
(Giddens, 1990, p. 64). He bekswthat globakation is a dialectical process because local
happenings may move in an observed direction from the very distetititiesthat shape
them.

2.41. Globalisation in Arabidslamic cities:

Since the latenineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, the style of
large Arabic Islamiccities has become substantially westerniz&the transformation of
historic Arab cities from traditional to modern Western urbanism led to a loss of Islamic
cultural identity. Many factors led to the transformation of the urban structure of these
cities including social, economic, legislative and functional which leads to loss of local
identity by introducing new architectural and urban forms (Moham2@R1).

Traditional Aralic Islamic urbanism has been ignored for decades, and Arab architects have
been unwilling to revive traditional features and they are complying with the new urbanism
movement(Hassan et al., 2016Jhe Middle East citiesre now the arena ofjlobalization,

and are increasingly connecting to the network of global ciii@sabiet al, 2015).

Nowadays, globalization of capitalism is a tool for connecting Arabic Islamic cities and
regions to global marketience, capitalism has resulted in theergence of new cities

whose function is different from old Arabic Islamic cities.

Indeed, with their traditional core, the cities of the Arab world are experiencing rapid
growth whose design is based on the universal principles of urbanism and archatectur
giving birth to forms and urban structures which have no relationship with the local culture
which raising the issue of the urban identity and character of the idilalamic cityChabi

et al, 2015)
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2.5. Western Cities

Economic globadation andEuropean integration have generated strong connections
between European cities, many of which operate as a unified global network of competitive
urban settlements. Some experts argue that individual cities have become a major driving
force in the formatiorof a new Europe as the influence of natistates wanes. However,

mass migrations (both legal and illegal) have transformed European cities into
heterogeneous, multethnic, and multicultural societies, leading to identity crises. The
guestion of new idetities is a central concern for scholars and the general public alike
(Gospodini, 2004).

Research has examined the impact of urban design elements (e.g., built heritage and
innovative space design) on the identity of European cities. For instance, inveodasigns
allow for diverse interpretations ancbuldalign with valuesuch agliversity, individuality,

and modernity. They can also bring different ethnic, cultural, and social groups together by
offering a common ground for experiencing and learnibgwt new forms of space,

fostering tourism and economic development, and creating social and economic solidarity
among the population (Gospodini, 2004). As national identities become weaker, scholars
such as Castells (1993) predicted that European citiésunn to their local (built and

cultural) heritage to counter the crisi8dmittedly, since this argument was put forward in
1993, there has been increased nationalism in Europe and around the world. This includes
breakaway nationalist movements in Slewtd and Catalonia, for exampldowever, as
heterogeneous populations are integrated into European cities, the shift toward local
heritage may lead to xenophobia and plaestricted politics as people search for ancient
truths and a stable place identifgospodini, 2004).

For example, in Birmingham, UK, new migrants not only build places of worship but also
modify the spaces in their homes to accommodate additional family members. In
predominantly Muslim areas (e.g., Coventry Road in Small Heath andRdaknRoad in
Saltley), many shops and stores now sell Arab and Asian goods, leading to changes in the
lifestyle, idenity, and character of the citygo suchthesechanges are understood to

threaten local heritage and identity (Bauer, 2021). These chaalgeshave implications for

the migrants themselves, who may feel trapped between two opposing cultures (see, e.g.,
Deacon, 2021).

Another Western city that has undergone physical, social, and economic transformations is

w2 i 3GdSNRIYZ -industrifl yIB2ONI L@AAGE ObASYUASRIE HamyO®
identity was collectively shared among the citizens of the Netherlands; however, the city
underwent significant changes after the port facilities moved out of the city and towards the

sea (Nientied, 208). Citizens of Rotterdam now hawgdelyvarying opinions and feelings

about the city (Heaveand Tubridy, 2004). Most of the population consists of younger
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generations and new households Rotterdam is currently experiencing the evolution of a
hybrididentity (Nientied, 2018).

2.5.1. Built heritage and identity in European cities

National identity is an abstraction that represents the collective manifestation of personal
feelings of belonging to a natiestate as a socipolitical entity (Woolf, 1996)Cities are
continually reshaped by economic forces, architectural tastes, planning regulations, building
controls, and public fashionS.ome studiesuggesthat cities' attempts to establish identity
have changed. The urban form in European citi@smade built heritage less significant and
one-dimensional to the multethnic and multinational European societies that are
dominated by diversity and individusdition (Gospodini, 2004However, certain structures,
landscapes, antbrmspersist despitehe rapid pace of change. For example, the urban
morphologist and chartered town planner M.R.G. Conzen noted that street pattenaisto
persist,sometimes for centuriegven as building and plot patterns change (Larklzan
Adams, 2019).

Built heritagein European cities has been a central topic in architecture, urban design, and
planning since the late 1970s (with theaction against rapid change and thee of post
modernism and typological design approaches). The EU has consistently supported built
heritage through research projects and funding for restoration, conservation, renewal, and
revitalisation. As a result, built heritage has become a significant part of design interventions
to promote economic growth and urban tourism development in neallfeuropean cities
(Gospodini, 2004). Enhancing the city's historic environment and sense of place is
considered crucial for creating a new city image (LarkhathAdams, 2019).

Increasingly, urban governance seeks to create physically and econorattraltyive urban
conditions in the context of intecity competition and new urban politics. The city's image
(particularly its built heritage) plays a critical role in the urban landscape and identity (i.e.,
setting it apart from other cities). This isrdomed by numerous urban renewal projects

that conserve and repurpose underusdd heritage buildings (e.g., old harbour warehouses,
industrial buildings, and railway stations) for cultural and leisure activities. Culture is
positioned as a substitute faleclining local manufacturing; lost factories and warehouses
allow for a new city image that is more appealing to mobile capital and professional workers
(Gospodini, 2004). According to H&000) "culture is now seen as a magical substitute for

all the lost factories and warehouses"

The advanced stages of economic gladagilon and European integration transform cities

into multicultural entities. Therefore, built heritage shapes urban identity through its impact

on the physical appearance ofthe R@ Ol LIS® | 26 SOSNE GKS YSIFyAy3:
built heritage have been reduced over time through two main factéhsdificatiortand
$huseumificatio® Eradification refers to the unintentional destruction or disappearance of
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cultural artefacts, budings, and elements due to war, natural disasters, or modatiain
(eradication) On the other hand, museumification involves intentional changes made to the
functional and/or physical form of cultural artefacts and buildings to transform their
meaningand utilise them as tourism or economic resources (Gospodini, 2004). However, as
Ashworth (1998) argues, the more European cities practice urban conservation, the more
morphologically homogesed the cities will become

2.6. Urban Change and Decay

Urban tansformation has led to changes in neighbourhood relationghipsm small
communities to larger ones, from rural to urban, and from-prdustrial to industrial. This
transformation can be understood throudhe range ofduality theories presented by
socidogistsincludingFerdinand Tonnies (from Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft), Emile
Durkheim (mechanical and organic solidarity), and Charles Cole (primary and secondary
groups) (Magboul, 2016).

Throughout historypeople have lived near one anothean(d, inde@, in prehistoryas seen

in ancientsettlements such as Gobekdlepe, Turkey People ate from each other's food,
shared resources, and interacted with one another without the restrictions of class, culture,
or sect. Human beings cannot live in isolatéord society does natormallyallow any

member to be left alone. People even came together for small, everyday events to inquire
about each other, show support, and make individuals feel the value of community
(Magboul, 2016). However, a new form of urligation associated with the Industrial
Revolution, posindustrial society, and globadition has brought about negative changes in
social relationships. These changes include a shift from primary to secondary relationships, a
weakening of family ties, theocial decline of the family, a decline in neighbourhood
relationships, and the erosion of traditional foundations of social solidarity (Magboul, 2016).

Reduced material potential and an inability to provide job opportunities in people's places
of origin has led to increased migration and displacement in search of employment. This, in
turn, has resulted in a housing shortage for those who move to and indHe city

(Mahgoub, 1990). Some parts of cities have become rundown and undesirable, rife with
economic, social, and environmental problems. Cities and towns that once showed promise
are neglected and attract crime and disease.

This multifaceted globgdhenomenon the disrepair and decay of previously functioning
parts of the city is known as urban decay (Poward Mumford, 1999). It is evidenced by
dilapidated buildings, poor housing, little open space, and the closure or relocation of
industries. The causes of urban decay stem from various interrelated-sogcrmmic factors
such as poor urban planning decisiosisict rent control policiesand highpoverty levels in
the local community, suburbasation that leads to population logsom the heart of the

city, discriminatory real estate practicesich agedlining, immigration restrictions and racial
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discriminaton. Another characteristic of urban decay is bliglte visual, psychological,

and physical effects of living among empty lots, buildings, and condemned houses (Keeble,
1999).Akabuilo and Okeke (2018) also use the té#nban blighfio describe the deatie

and decay of structures and older areas of major cities due to neglect, crime, or insufficient
economic support.

Urban decay is a widespread phenomenon found in both developed and developing
countries. However, the causes and effects of urban decaybamgd on the specific
circumstances of a country or city. The causes of urban decay are often linked to a variety of
economic, cultural, social, environmental, and political factors, many of which are related to
changes in identity caused by glolation and its associated issues.

2.6.1. Urban decay in developed countries

There has been patrticular evidence of urban decdydrth America and parts of Europe

since the 1970s and 1980s due to population flight to the suburbs and exurb commuter
towns. Forexample, the city of Detroit had to file for bankruptcy in 2013 due to a prolonged
period of urban crisis. The city experienced significant population and job losses, leading to
the collapse of real estate markets, a high rate of poverty, a sharp decleneerage family
income, an increase in crime, and a decrease in tax revenue (McDonald FH2&%8ad,

2017; Feng, 2015; Schulte, 2022).

In the UK, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation produced a report analysing the twenty most
unpopular council estates in thmuntry (Power, 1997). Most were in East London,
Newcastle upon Tyne, Greater Manchester, Glasgow, the South Wales valleys, and
Liverpool. Their unpopularity was driven by the loss of key industries, population decline,
and counterurbansation. In the 190s,1980s andl990s, both inner and outer city areas
experienced population decline, though the decline was more rapid in inner city areas. Job
losses were also greater in inner cities since outer areas saw job growth. During this time,
the UK also expearnced increased ethnic diversity in its urban areas. The Foundation
considered empty houses, widespread demolitions, declining property values, and low
demand for all property types, neighbourhoods, and tenures to be features of British urban
decay (Keeblel999).The Foundation found that urban decay was "more extreme and
therefore more visible" in the north of the United Kingdom. This trend of northern decline
has been observed not just in the United Kingdom but also in much of Europe. Some seaside
resorttowns in the UK have also experienced urban decay towards the end of the 20th
century. The UK's period of urban decay was exemplified by The Specials' 1981 hit single
"Ghost Town" (Katharine et al., 1999).

Another example of this in the Western world ia¥¢o, California. The Wasco City Council
issued Municipal Code 2010 to reduce the likelihood of urban decay in the city, and the City
of Wasco enforces various zoning laws relating to property maintenance and nuis@itges (

23



of Wasco2010). Thanunicipalauthority primarily relies on Chapter 17.79 of the Municipal
Code, which outlines procedures for abating public nuisances and protecting the health,
safety, and overall welfare of the community. The code requires that structures, equipment,
walls, and fening on properties be maintained without graffiti and mandates that owners

of properties deemed public nuisances rehabilitate, demolish, remove, or repair the
condition within a specified time frame. If the property owner fails to take action, the
municipalauthority has the right to undertake the necessary steps and charge the owner for
the cost of doing so. Additionally, Municipal Code Section 8 declares all garbage, rubbish, or
refuse to be a public nuisance and includes similar provisions for abatemegmilaic,

private, and vacant properties. The code also requires that all landscaping be maintained
and free of dying, dead, diseased, decayed, discarded, or overgrown vegetatios that i
visible from a public stregtity of Wasco 2010).

Like many citiearound the world, Wasco faces various challenges as it plans for the future
of its community (ty of Wasco2010). These challenges include financial stability, efficient
resource management, preserving quality of life, and adapting to a constantly dlgangi
world. Financial stability and economic growth are major issues facing Wasco as the
municipal authorityprimarily relies on property and sales tax as its main sources of revenue.
Without continued residential and commercial growth, revenue sourcesevwiiain limited,
resulting in limitations on funding community and staff services. According to the Wasco
Municipal Code 2010, financial stability is crucial for the growth of Wasco City, and
commercial development that boosts sales tax revenue is needsddtain it. Additionally,
water supply and quality are also critical to serving the community and promoting growth.
Despite these efforts, the city faces challenges from the stdatke drought and California
legislation requiring water source managemess, well as increased audits from local, state,
and federal agencies overseeing the community's quality of life, which is dependent on
factors such as housing, employment, community services, health care, education,
recreation, and transportation. The laok full community services in Wasco often requires
residents to travel outside the city to meet basic needs. To improve the quality of life in
Wasco, the city must address these issues and provide the necessary semityces (
Wasco0,2010). Furthermorerecent research shows that active public participation models
can greatly contribute to managing social challenges (Policy Brief, 2022). The objectives and
policies of the general plan for Wasco's future vision aim to provide guidance to decision
makers ashey work to enhance the quality of life by preserving the s#wdin character of
residential neighbourhoods, while offering a wide range of commercial, retail, and industrial
services and facilities, and preserving the aesthetic qualities of the leiggtsrical buildings

and surrounding farmland view§ify of Wasco 2010).

In order to maintain and improve the quality of life for its residents, the City of Wasco must
focus on preserving its existing assets, such as its historic city centre, and pgavidiverse
living environment. This includes providing adequate housing options, as well as
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commercial, industrial, and public facilities that are compatible with the surrounding
community and agricultural land use. Additionally, the availability of watgply is a crucial
aspect of the city's development. Theunicipal authoritymust alsagprioritise the health and
well-being of its residents by providing a range of housing, social, cultural, and recreational
facilities. This commitment will support and enhance the overall community in Wakgo (

of Wascg 2010).

Guerrieri et al. (2011) developed aodel to determine whether the neighbourhoods of a

city decline (in income or population) equally or unequadllyeir GHH model assumes that
individuals are endowed with either high or low income, and all individuals have a
preference for living around rigr neighbours. This is a shorthand way to model individuals
having preferences for amenities that are provided endogenously when neighbourhood
income rises, such as lower crime and more entertainment. The authors use this model to
analyse the housing marka Detroit and determine the characteristics of the
neighbourhoods that decline the most during the period of decline.

Using the case of withinity properties of urban decline in Detroit, the authors determined
the neighbourhood characteristics assde with the greatest decline. Neighbourhoods
with the lowest average income and lowest share of Aigtome households experienced
the largest declines in housing prices. These neighbourhoods were also the slowest to
recover.Guerrieri et al(2011)alsofound that the decline in housing prices was more
severe in neighbourhoods with higher levels of foreclosure and vacancies. Therefore,
policymakers should provide targeted support to these neighbourhoods to prevent further
decline and promote recovery.

2.6.2. Urban decay in developing countries

The combination of displacement, migration, and a lack of suitable urban housing has led to
informal construction around cities as people seek proximity to job opportunities and urban
services. Poor maintenance andady contribute to the growth of slum areas. Slums are
characterisedy the absence of proper planning and basic public utilities, security, and

community services (e.g., education, health care, commerce and living facilities). Slums are

often viewed as problem areas of underdevelopment; nevertheless, they remain a desirab

urban environment for many people in search of job opportunities (Mahgoub, 1880).

J 02060a omdpecmy y20SR f2y3 |32 OAGASA ySSR | NJ
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The positive aspects of slum areas often go urosatj and the prevalent view that slums

should simply be eliminated has led to lesignding neglect. Communities are frequently
deemed "nonrexistent” or "illegal" and, therefore, not deserving of services or care. This
neglect has turned slums into hotbedgextremism and violence, forcing the city to suffer

from its disregard of these areas. However, slums remain an affordable housing option close
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to the city and a place of work and entertainment for people with low incomes. The prices

of goods in slumsra more reasonable for those with limited finances, and they provide a
social environment that helps individuals adapt and connect with those around them. Slums
may even offer scenic views of natural and historical landscapes or be located in the heart of
historical cities (Franco, 2021; Mahgoub, 19%Mally, slums areharacterisedy the
convergence of different economic and social classes and the ability of the people to
communicate and bring about change. They are a form of human wealth, located near

cities, where land values are high and different economic and social classes converge.
However, slums also face significant problems due to a lack of services and facilities.

Slumssupport those who move to the city and need assistance finding employnyening
individuals often see slums as the only option for affordable housing to start their families.
Residents in slums typically perform simple jobs (e.g., artisans, domestic workers, and
sellers) that are crucial for the city. The slums themselvesalstain a thriving econonty
commerce, small businesses, and even illegal construction contribute to significant
transactions. In light of this, sluns®ouldnot be seen as a problem to be eliminated, but an
ongoing reality to be managed (Mahgoub, 1990).

Sums play an important role in the social, economic, and demographic growth of countries
worldwide. However, developing countries struggle with management due to the physical
chaos caused by rapid growth (Enoarad Idehen, 2018). The principle of sustaifapi

should be applied to slums to turn them into valuable urban, spatial, economic, and human
resources (Mahgoub, 1990). Slums have the potential to provide a suitable urban living
environment by harnessing their social and environmental capabilitiempoave economic
conditions. Ideally, "sustainable slums" would provide better living conditions while also
promoting environmental sustainability and economic growth (Mahgoub, 1990). Such a
comprehensive approach would include the provision of basic ssyvibe development of
infrastructure, and the creation of job opportunities in the slums themselvegolild also
NBIjdzANE NBaAaARSYyGaQ LI NIAOALI GA2Y AthatLI F Yy Ay 3
their needs and interests are met.

Urban decay is comnmin many developing countries and other parts of the world (Enoma
andldehen, 2018). The decay of cities manifests in many forms and has multiple causes,
such as unclean conditions, overcrowding, and a general decline in the urban environment
due to poorfacilities and amenities. Factairscludinginadequate regulations and poor

planning, economic downturns, and a lack of database infrastructure also contribute to this
urban decay. However, lack of interest from relevant government agencies and poverty are
often the main causes of urban decay and are responsible for the decline of the city (Enoma
andldehen, 2018).
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2.7. The Development oArabic-IslamicCities

In this section will discuss several examples of the historical development of Arab Islamic

cities to demonstrate the nature and range of changes and the relationshipcwithre. In

the earlynineteenth century, Tripoli, was a modest city with approxietatl2,000

inhabitants, surrounded by fertile green areas (Lafi, 2003). By the 1870s, the population had

grown to around 30,000, transforming it into a significant urlcantre (Lafi, 2003). Its

strategic location at the crossroads of East and West, asasdéturope and Africa,
(Abubrig,2016)made it a hub for trade and development, contributing to the evolution of

its urban society (Lafi, 2003). In 1835, during the "second Ottoman era", Tripoli came under

direct administration of the Ottoman Empire frolstanbul, remaining under Ottoman

control until Italian colonization in the earyentieth century(Altaleb,2015). Th©ttoman
OYLIANBQA Y2RSNYATFGA2Y AYAGAFGADPSEAS AYyaLANBR
Tanzimat reforms, emphasized militarydaadministrative reorganization. Cities became

F20lf LRAYyGa F2N Y2RSNYATFGA2Yy STF2NL AT NBTFS
periphery and maintain influence over its proving€amourkasidou & Kalergis, 20243.

the westernmost bastionofthe G G 2 Y'Yy 9YLIANBE Ay b2NIK ! FNAOI 3
highlighted its strategic and symbolic importance (Lafi, 2003).

Following the Italian occupation in the eatlyentieth century, a new Europealtalian

section of Tripoli was developed, sharply dividexin the traditional Arab Medina just

outside the city walls (Holmboe, 1994). The urban evolution of Beirut, Lebanon, followed a
distinct trajectory. During the nineteenth century, Beirut transitioned from an insignificant
port town to the capital of a nely independent state, laying the groundwork for its role as

a regional economic hub (Elsheshtawy, 2008). In October 1918, during the final days of
World War |, French troops occupied Beirut, establishing a new state administration. The
subsequent Etoile mject, conceptualized by French engineers in 1927 and completed in the
MpondZ AYGNRBRIdzZOSR | Y2RSNY dzNBlFy O2YLRAAGAZ2Y
previous local landise patterns and highlighted French influence in urban planning
(Elsheshtawy, 2008

Cairo, Egypt, represents a unique example of urban transformation that did not coincide

with European colonization. Instead, its transformation emerged through internal reform

within the Ottoman province of Egypt. From the eamipeteenth century, the&Khedivial

Reylaide aLISINKSIRSR Y2RSNYATFGA2Y STF2NIa (K
HnnoL® ¢KS OAleQa RS@St 2 LIYSygla79)RxieNdeyi@yotiK SRA @S
administrative reforms to encompass urbanism, architecture, and cu{fNesser, 2000).

Inspired by European models, these reforms were marked by the opening of the Suez Canal,

I aedyvyoz2ft 2F 938LJiQad Y2RSNYATIFIGA2Y |YOoAlAZYyaA
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The urban fabric of Arab Islamic cities was shaped by their integration of set@qus,

and commercial life. French scholars studying North Africa, such as Marcais and
Massingnon, described the traditional quarters of these cities asceelfained

neighbourhoods distinguished by the ethin@ligious origins and occupations of their
inhabitants (Dabbour, 2021). These quarters were often separated by gates and walls,
creating a morphologically distinct but integrated whole (Dabbour, 2021). Public life
unfolded in streets, alleys, and squares, while private life cantered around codittpenes
(Scarce, 1996). Although these cities often appeared unplanned (at least to western
pereceptions), their road networks were rational and centralized, connecting residential and
service areas (Scarce, 1996).

Religious and commercial structures mdya central role in urban identity. Mosques,

markets, and public amenities were frequently located near major roads or elevated areas

(Jencks, 1997; Kostof, 1991). The Islamic charity systenaapf, funded these structures,

blending religious and commaal life (Anderson, 1987). In Istanbul, a city of critical

influence on Arab Islamic identity due to its role as the Ottoman capital, mosques and grand
LJdzo f AO o6dzAf RAy3da R2YAYyIlIGSR (GKS aletAySo ¢KS
markets and innghat served as hubs for trade and social interaction§ayyad, 1991).
LAdFyodzZ Qa KAIKE & RSOSE2LISR gl 0SNI YR (NI yalL
Ottoman conquest, were vital to its prosperity (Faroghi, 2007; Freely, 2017).

Although Istanbul igot originally an Arab city, its identity and culture have been deeply

influenced over centuries by Arab Islamic traditions. As the capital of the Ottoman Empire,

Istanbul played a pivotal role in shaping and being shaped by the Arab Islamic world.
WealthyNE & A RSy 1ad Y2O0SR FNRY GKS OAGeQa KAaAalu2NRO
O2dzNIIiQa NBt20FdA2y G2 ySg¢ LIt OSaiaspiedlzNI KSNJ |
modernization efforts introduced treéned streets and spacious boulevardseeting the
hdG2YFy 9YLIANBQa Sy3alr3asSySyid gA0GK 2SaidSNYy dzNb

' Nb Y SELIYy&aArAzy YR Y2RSNYAT I GAZ2Yy &AAYATFAOLY
character. From the 1850s to the 1870s, ambitious reconstruction prognamsformed

many cities, removing outdated areas and reshaping commercial landscapes (Scarce, 1996).
¢tKSaS OKFIy3aSa NBFESOGUSR (GKS had2YFy 9YLIANBQA
substantial lifestyle changes to local populations. Immigrantscanttdiral exchanges

enriched these cities, although they also introduced challenges such as strained services and
housing deterioratior{Costa and Ewert,2014). Despikeese pressures, cities such as Cairo

and Istanbul retained their distinct identitiesgapting traditional structures to new

functions while integrating modern elements.

The preservation of historic Arab Islamic cities offers opportunities for cultural and
economic development. By restoring historical buildings and cultural artefacts, tiese
can become international tourist destinations, generating revenue and fostering cultural
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education (Ashworth and Tunbridg2ZQ0Q UNESCO, 2021). Efforts to preserve these urban
centres require robust zoning laws, public education, and awarenessaigngto maintain
their heritage and identity. The transformations of these cities over centuries underscores
the dynamic interplay between tradition and modernization, reflecting their enduring
significance as centres of culture, commerce, and religion.

2.8. Urban ldentity inArabic-Islamic cities

Significant changes rocked the Islamic world from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century as
European thought and art increasingly influenced Muslim culture. During this time, the
Islamic world was divided intditee major empires. The Muslim Mughal sultans ruled the
eastern provinces of the Indian subcontinent, while Persia was under the Safavid and later
Qajar dynasties. The Ottoman Empire controlled the northern regions of Turkey, parts of
Eastern Europe and &&ce, and the Arab world around the Mediterranean and the Arabian
Peninsula. This division was crucial for preserving artistic and cultural traditions inherited
from the Middle Ages, especially in the Arslamic world $keres, 2004 During this era,

cities and villages in the East exhibited jpnedern daily life. However, this gradually faded
away with advancein modern education and contemporary media. Both these factors had
significant implications for the socjmolitical development of the regio(Sleres, 2004).

Most major changes in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were driven by shifting
economic conditions and a decline in state revenue sources, so the state began directly or
indirectly involving designated agents in revenue collection. During the tiamai period,

state officials were "awarded" the right to split half of the revenues they collected with the
state treasury. This system, known as "ownership," later evolved intd@ dpaisystem and
eventually transformed into private property in the nieenth century (AbotEHHaj,

1983).

2.8.1. Culture and identity irtraditional Muslim society

Everyday traditional cultural and identity eventually experienced a significant (even
existential) disruptior(Skeres, 2004C 2 NJ SEIl YLIJ ST / lthdpdafiohinS& G A Y G ¢
1798 was around 30,000, divided among different segments of the social hierarchy. The
lower class, comprigg male workers in lowevel jobs (e.g., bedding, waterers, porters, and
workers), constituted 45% of the population. Craftsmen arttsans made up 25% of Cairo's
society, followed by the ruling Mamluks (15%). Landowners constituted 6% of the
population, followed by the merchant class with 4%, including foreign merchants who
conducted trade and then returned to cities like Constantilegfizmir, Balgdad, Aleppo,
Jeddah, and Yanl($keres, 2004 hese densely populated and ethnically and religiously
diverse metropolitan areas served as ancient capitals and important commercial centres for
the silk and spice trade between Asia and Eur{arisitz, 2017).
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In Egypt,Muslimswere divided into four Sunni schools of thougtite Maliki, Hanbali,

{ KI TAQA | Y R(SKeresyd00BAlso gy @a® tivided into two distinct layers
(Skeres, 2004 he upper class (sultanyinces, and the wealthiest residents) had luxurious
homes filled with the finest local products and expensive imports that showcased
abundance and prosperity. They spent their deneisuret smoking, drinking coffee,

listening to stories, and singing.ddnwhile, the poor grooms who ran ahead of their

master's chariot under the scorching sun and farmers who cultivated the land in challenging
conditiong struggled to make a living. Poor women undertook household chores and
assisted men in the fields (oftefoing the most work)Edward William Lane, who visited

Egypt between 1822 and 1835, noted the difficult life of women from the poor classes, who
were more obedient to their husbands than women from the wealthy upper clad&eses,
2004).Children from tle poor classes contributed to their families by caring for sheep and
goats in the countryside from the age of six or seven. As they grew older, they would marry
and assist their parents in agriculture or crafting, preserving these skills from generation to
generation(Skeres, 2004).

2.8.2. The division of urban spaces in Islamic society

The urban built environment is composed of different types of spaces, each with its own
unique characteristics and functions. Hakim (1995) identified three main typadah

spaces: functional spaces, symbolic spaces, and representational spaces. Functional spaces
serve a specific purpose (e.g., residential, commercial or industrial areas). They are
charactersed by their physical features and resource use, ancharendly organsed to

optimise the performance of their intended functions. Symbolic spaces have emotional or

Odzf GdzNI & AAIYATFAOIYOS yR INB 2Fd08Sy | a420A1

monuments, public squares, and religious buildings). Tepaees shape the identity of a

city and its people, and often symbsaithe cultural values and traditions of a community.
Finally, representational spaces reflect the image or identity of a place; they are a stage
upon which to display cultural events aadtivities (e.g., festivals, markets, and parades).
Representational spaces create a sense of place and community by bringing people together
in a shared experience (Hakim, 1995).

Each of these spaces played an important role in shaping the identityabicAslamic cities

and reflecting their sociaultural elementsHakim and ABayyadrovide additional

information and perspectives on the relationship between different types of spaces and the
identity of Arablslamic citiesThey explore the culturagocial, and historical factors that
shape the built environment of these cities and provide insights into the complex processes
that give rise to their distinct identities, and further examine the intricacies surrounding the
identity of Arablslamic citieand the impact of different types of spaces their

development and evolution (Hakim, 1986; AlSayyad, 1987).
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For example, in the Aralslamic culture, urban housing spaces have evolved with a clear
distinction between private and public spaces. Spaeee divided into multifunctional
areas for living, entertaining guests, sitting, and sleeping and specific areas for activities
such as cooking, storing goods and keeping aninsierés, 2004Scarce, 1996). These
spaces were built using materiasch & stone, brick, wood and coloured glass.

A long history of Islamic jurisprudential rulings, legislation, and guidelines promoting

modesty has shaped the character of Adatamic houses and protected the sanctity of

homes (i.e., they are not exposed tcetpublic, including neighbours and passky3

(Skeres, 2004)-or example, Prince Omar Ibn AbeAzizbuilt (reigned from 717 CE to 720

CB four minarets in the Prophet's Mosque in Medina, with one overlooking the house of

Marwan Ibn Abd aMalik. The mezzin responsible for calling the faithful to prayer noticed

this and informed Abd dWlalik, who was the reigning caliph at the time. Upon learning of

the minaret's location, Abd dWlalik was concerned about privacy issues and ordered the

minaret to be denolished(Nayem & Ben Bella, 202A8bd ala | f A { Qa O2y OSN¥y a NI
importance of preserving personal privacy and respecting the boundaries between different

types of spaces. The event also highlights the role of the caligtamaginghe built

environment (Skeres, 2004% K| (KA & S@Syd G221 LIIFOS Ay aS$
cities, reflects the significance of religious sites in shaping the identity ofcAsdamic

cities. The Prophet's Mosque played a central role in the development dskic empire

and its influence on the built environment of Alietdslamic cities. Maniadiths(records of

0KS t NRLIKS(G adzKlIYYFIRQ&a aleAay3az OGAz2yazr 2N
protect homes and sanctuaries from intruders. These includalagtigns on the placement

of doors and windows, building heights, and the establishment of shops in residential areas,
dating back to early Islamic histof$keres, 2004 he desire for privacy significantly shapes

Muslim lifestyles, home designs, and lgigiracticedo the present dayOsraandJones,

2018).

2.8.3. The effects othangingsocial and cultural values on traditionarabic-Islamiccities

Islam emphasises the importance of urban life and a suitable environment for essential

religious duties, such as prayers (Oana Jones, 2018). Although the Qur'an and Sunnah do

y2i 2dzif AyS SELX AOAG NB 3 dzdltulak fAnfedvorkpysla OA G & LIt
vital role in orgarsing daily lives, regardless of social status (e.g., the five daily prayers
O22NRAYI 0SS adzzaftAvYyaQ FOGAGAGASE oAGK GKS &dzNN

The concept of "nation” promotes social justice in traditional cities byialteng potential
social tensions between populations. Muslim believers promote brotherhood and provide
equal opportunities for interaction with the urban fabric (Osirad Jones, 2018). Such social
and physical frameworks of Islam are crucial for evalgpkstamic residential environments.
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The Islamic legal system, Sharia, outlines the principles behind these frameworks. Sharia
regulates community behaviour by providing guidance on social behaviour and morals, such
as respect for the elderly, love for dahieén and their care, and young men's sanctity and
respect for their parent¢Skeres, 2004).

2.8.4. Culture and customs in Arablslamictraditional society

The examination of urban identity and the influence of urban decay on it is thoroughly
researchedn developed and partially developed countries. Nevertheless, understanding of
these concepts in Araband Islamic cities is relatively limitefls themedievalperiod
transitionedto the modern era, the Islamic world experienced a decline in the natural
sciences and an increase in superstitious beliefsontrast to the Renaissance in the West).
This included a widespread belief in mythical beings like ghouls and a heightened
aceptance of magic and sorcerya form of spiritual science. People sought protection
through incantations and talismans that contained the names of elves and angels sewn into
a green rag and attached to children's hats or worn as head covd@kgses, 2004

Historical scholars were critical of superstitious beliefs and expressions, which they viewed
as low cultureIn Arab and Islamic societies, there are multiple connected social classes
including the general culture, the culture of commerce, the culirgenior officials, the
culture of scholars, and the culture of the ruling class from the elite of scholars. These
cultural layers are often influenced by their surroundings.

The people of eastern cities (Arab, Turkish, or Persian) have a shared prefésetanse

and long garments that vary depending on the city and region. The capital cities of the
eastern world have undergone changes in taste throughout history, with the people of cities
and major regions always eager to imitate the fashion trendd@fcapital's prominent
figures(Skeres, 2004Eastern social customs and traditianstuals of hospitality, religious
ceremonies, and celebrations for events like birth, circumcision, marriage, funerals, and
Islamic holidays resist extinction. Many pagacelebrations are still observed in rural areas.

In Egypt, for example, the tradition of celebrating the Feast of the Nile continues and has
been infused with Islamic elements.

2.8.5. Islamic cultural identity and the spaces of Islamic society

The most sigificant factor defining large cities is their populatioboth the original settlers

and immigrant groups that make up mu$tectarian urban societies (Scarce, 1996). "Settler"
refers to individuals who have lived in a particular city or region since @ttigvhile
GAYYAIANI yGE NBFSNB (2 AYRAGARdzZ fa K2 KI @S
create a common cultural identity and the Arabic language used for Islamic rituals and
worship, is a common ground for various groups with different ral@nguages (e.g.,

Persian, Turkish, Armenian, Slavic and Berber (Scarce, 1996).
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Challenges and problems exist in migitinnic cities, including the provision of housing and
catering to diversity. Essential services include administrative and religioilisda, road
networks, commercial areas, water and bathroom services, and private housing that
accommodates different cultural classes in a methnic society. Islamic law influences
notions of public and private property, the individual, the familyddahe community

(Scarce, 1996). It emphasises the role of the individual within the Muslim community,
beginning with their role in the family, the basic unit of society. Islamic law also provides
clear instructions for family relations, duties, properéyd inheritance, leading to the
division of spaces into public and private. While not unique, the specific regulations
regarding such spaces distinguistabiclslamic cities from other cities. According to
Lefebvre, every physical space has its own sfigtignat can shape and be shaped by
society (Rashid, 2021). Buildings and spaces form the physical and spatial aspect of the city,
and each space has its own existence separate from the objects it contains and from the
discourses that bring it into exigtee.

Conventional approaches to understanding the social production of physical space have
neglected the importance of urban immaterialitissch asulture (Rashid, 2021). Islamic
traditions embody many principles of social orgation and behaviour, which, when

followed, create harmonious social and physical environments. However, ignoring these
principles caradversely affecthe social and material conditions of Muslim lives. Immaterial
culture is a crucial part of the developmigprocess, as it helps to preserve a nation's

identity and contributes to social and economic development. This view is affirmed by the
1982 UNESCO Declaration on Cultural Policies, which reesghe role of culture in the
development process (Musa, 28). Western views often fram&rabiclslamic cities only
through the lens of colonialisma lens that distorts physical and social space. Cities actively
participate in social reproduction and manipulate space in an exercise of power. In
contemporary Islane environments, no#raditional values and systems are introduced

under the guise of "modernity” (Mortada, 2003). That consumer capitalism controls much of
everyday urban life is a conscious construction, not an inevitability (Rashid, 2021). The
remainderof this study activates the relationship between design imagination and the
reflective knowledge underpinning it, that is, the fundamental urban culture (Rashid, 2021).

2.9. The legal system in Aradlslamic cities

The legal history of the Arab regiopasns over a millennium. Islamic, néglamic, Arab and
Western legal developments have been vast and have extended beyond the-spabking
region. The Ottomans began an unprecedented period of reforms between 88%6.

The empire sought to reform andodernise its institutions and society in line with the
prevailing cultural, legal and political dominance of Europe. These reforms, called the

¢ Iy w,0ov¥ra ilitended to modernise the empire from an old theocratic system into a
modern state similar to Eopean states (Ozekiciogaind Ozekicioglu, 2010). Two important
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periods are associated with the introduction and eventual synthesis of Islamic laws with
ideas from different Western legal cultures (Hall2g05).

The first period relates to the final years of the Ottoman rule (283922), and the second,

to the establishment of Arab independence following the British and French mandates (mid
20th century) (Razai, 2019). In the nineteenth and twentieth, they weeengelves drawn

into a new world created in Western Europe (Razai, 2019). Mirroring Western legal
developments, the code and appellate hierarchy have replaced to Ottoman Islamic law.

This required replacing doctrinal interpretation, custom and, more imguatly, judicial
discretion with a rigid and mechanical applicatmina comprehensive set of lawshe
Nizamyiehcourts were threetiered and covered civil rieninal and commercial disputes

{ K I NanQaotherKeligious courts continued to operate alongside Nizamyielcourts,

but their jurisdiction was reduced to adjudicating on endowments and personal status laws
particular to each religious denomination. Despite these centralising reforms, Ottoman
suzerainty in the Arab region was implemented in a @ireal fashion. Thé | Y w0 Y n {
influenced some places profoundly, and others only superficially.

For instance, Egypt, technically an Ottoman province, managed to acquire a degree of
autonomy in the law throughout the 19ttentury (Razai, 2019pictated byforeign powers,

the Mixed Courts were a hybrid series of courts, particularly established to deal with
disputes between foreigners and Egyptians. The increasing number of British and American
judges serving in the Egyptian courts, especially after thesBi@ccupation in 1882,

resulted in the, albeit limited, introduction of Anglemerican common law elements which
came to be a source of influence on Egyptian judagaisionmaking in later years
(Hamad,2008)

Central Arabia (presertay Saudi Arabia and Yemen) and rural areas saw little of Ottoman

f SALE AYyTFidsSyOSed LYyaadSIFIRYE {KFNAQF>X GNRolf €
LAElIYAO @GSNEAZ2Y 2F RFE1IFY NBY!Il AyohRndiedlypy Ay (SN
20th century, following the fall of the Ottoman Empire, the Arab Middle East underwent

AL LA

ONRGAOFf OKIy3Sa (KlsystentstTREAIRIIOR G KS NBIA2Yy Qa

Ottoman rulers were replaced by Europeans. Territories taken from the Ottomares we

divided between the United Kingdom and France as pel®i6a ! aA aAy2NJ ! INBS
Although the extent of European colonial hegemony in Arab legal systems varied across the
region, the imposition, adoption, and imitation of European models of |agslaaried

across thaegion (Razai, 2019).

In the context of British and French colonial dominance and the subsequentplostial
legal reforms, many newly formed Arab natistates sought to modernize their legal
systems and judiciaries, influenced tye legal frameworks established during the colonial
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period (Razai, 2019). Razai, Director of the IEDJA Programme, notes that alongside the
British and French colonies, Italy also colonized what is now medigyriibya, which was
occupied by ltaly in OcdS NI mpmmd ! f G K2dZaAK LAOFEAFY Ay Tt dsSy
relatively minor, it remained under Italian control until the British replaced the Italians after
World War 1l, continuing their occupation until Libya's independence in 1951. Dr. Razai
clarifies that Libya is not one of the primary countries examined in his study, in relation to
judicial practices and legal frameworks (Razai, 2019). Following the end of World War II,
Libya came under the administration of the United Nations in 1943. It be¢henfrst

country to achieve independence through ad8iministered process, formally gaining
sovereignty on December 24, 1951. The newly independent state was established as a
hereditary constitutional monarchy under King Idris I.

hyS 27 (K SestcauhieRaRiadedsitiénds) Libya achieved international

notoriety and significant new wealth with the discovery of substantial oil reserves in 1959.

az2zald 2F OGUKA&a ySgF2dzyR ¢SIfGK FStf Aydz2z (KS K
of wealthled in part to a 1969 coup, which ended the reign of King Idris | and resulted in the
establishment of the Libyan Arab Republic. Coldmghmmar alGaddafj the leader of the

coup, was installed as the head of thewregime. Following the overthrow of th@monarch,

a provisional constitution was announced by the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) in

1969, set to remain in force until a permanent version could be adapted. In 1977 this

LINE GAAA2Y I E R20dzYSyd o1 a NBLX | @G&RBmechanged ySg C
FNRY GKS [A0&FY !N} o wSLlzmftAO G2 GKS {2O0Alf
constitution incorporated a blend of Islamic and socialist theories espoused/it aR K I F A Q &
Green Book and his Third Universal Theory.

>x

2.9.1. The Libyan legal system

Following the 1969 military coup, Colonel Muammagalddafi and his fellow officers

formed the Revolutionary Command Council and established the Libyan Arab Republic

(Blundy & Lycett, 1987)Under the Gaddafi regime, the Libyaonstitution contained a

YAEGAZINE 2F LatlkYAO FyR az20AlfA&0 LINAYyOALX Sa
Theory(Gaddafi,1975yheO2 dzy G NE Q& f S3IIf A GNHzOGdzNBE ¢ a 32 ¢
documents: the Constitutional Declaration of [@ether 1969 and the Declaration of the
Establishment of People's Power, 1977. Officially, the political system emphasised direct

authority from the people, while the social system operated under the guidance of the Holy

Qur'an. Political institutions inclul people's congresses, committees, and professional
dzyA2ya NBLINBaSyldiAy3a (GKS OAGAT SyaQ @2AaA0S8a oA

35



The Gaddafi regime replaced most existing Libyan legislation with a new legal framework
built aroundthe ideology expressed s Green BoakAccording to civil law, the hierarchy

of legal sources included (in order): legislation, principles of Islamic law, custom, principles
of natural law, and equity. The executive functions were carried out by the head of state,
the president, the governmenand the Cabinet. The legislative branch included the 2,700
member General People's Congress, while the judicial branch consisted of four levels of
courts, culminating in the Supreme Court (Simpkins, 2008). The previously separate court
systems were meeg in 1973, with Shari'a law gaining prominence as the primary legal
authority in Libya. The prime ministethe president of the government as Secretary of the
General People's Committeewvas responsible for datp-day governance.

In theory, Gaddafi propaded a system of direct governance by the ordinary public through

Basic Popular Conferences. The population could (allegedly) actively participate in decision
making processes to achieve political, economic, and social goals and ensure a fair
distributioncF y I GA2y It 6SIHfGK® DI RRFFAQAE RAAO0O2dzNES
governance and empowerment of the masses. However, the reality of Gaddafi's rule was far
NEY2PJSR FNRY (GKS GKS2NBGAOIFt ARSKHfa KS SalLkd
became characterised by his absolute control and a suppression of political dissent. The rule

of law was often subject to the whims and preferences of the regime. Gaddafi not only
considered himself the supreme leader of the nation but also positioned hirasélfe

foremost "Guide of the Revolution” and visionary thinker. While Gaddafi did not hold an

official elected office, he held immense power and influence over the government. The

General Popular Conference, which functioned as the Libyan Parliamertly swif

implemented his advice (lllous 2016).

2.10. The Research Gap

Changes affecting the built environment and urban form of the ancient-fsiaimic city

stem from the local place identity, cultural values, and character. However, little is known
about how cultural values influence urban identity and character throudpamidecay in
historical cities or how this problem can be addressed. The academic research literature has
focused principally on the industrialised Western urban experience. The relatively recent
literature covering Arab Islamic cities has tended to delimdividual case studies rather

than comprehensive overviews.

Cultural values played a significant role in shaping the built environment and urban form of
ancient cities, including the Arablamic city. Traditional urban forms of these cities are
charaderised by their street patterns, building structures, and public spaces; they are
deeply rooted in cultural heritage and reflect the social andrexnic values of the

community (Hakim, 1986).
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However, over time, these urban environments can deteriorate ttua variety of factors,
such as urbanisation, population growth, economic changes, and technological
advancements. The growth in the Libyan urban population was due to factors such as
improved longevity, migration of people from rural to urban areasirdinx of emigrants
from Arab and African countries and also influx of people from rural areas (Elbendak,2008).
There is now a large proportion of foreigners living in theaitg of Tripoli, including Arab,
Asians and African&lbendak2008). Somespects of the traditional style remain at the
social level, therefore, there is a mixture of cultures within the urban Libyan living
experienceg Elbendak2008), which contributed to changing in urban environmenitbe
traditional urban forms and culturafalues that define the city's identigre likely tobe
threatened, resulting in the loss of its unique character and cultural heritage.

However, there is very little academic research, or studies in relevant professional fields
such as urban design, trow the Arab Islamic city has identified and addressed these
challenges, although they are larger in scale than those faced by most Western cities. Again,
GKS fAGGES NBOSYy(lG fAGSNY GdzNB O2yai@ca Yzailf e
(Nasser2000).0Observation also shows a change in the physical character of historic Tripoli,
including more vacant site3.0o address this issue, it is important to understand how cultural
values shape urban identity and character of the city and how they can be protected and
preserved through urban planning and design strategies. This might include preserving
historic buildirgs, maintaining traditional street patterns and public spaces, and promoting
cultural activities that reflect the city's heritag€he views of théocal communitycould
constructively infornthe preservation and revitaation efforts. Residents can prold

valuable insight and help to ensure that any changes are in line with the city's cultural
values.

2.11 The Research Questien

Some studies of the traditional old cities in Libya are concerned with the maintenance of
WIiNI RAGA2Y Q @Elbandai2008)iTKissan e typifieid hy3 &onflict which tries

to maintain a balance between traditional values and the pressuresaél change
(Elbendak2008).0Once again, this theory can be applied to the cafseaditional Arabic

Islamic cities in Libydhe oldcity of Tripolihas becomeharacterised by deterioration due

to the closing or relocation of industry which had been the main source of employment. This
can also be identified within the social moventg from area to area in Tripoli which

influences the place identity.

Urbanplaceidentity is a versatile concept upon which many psychological theories of
humancenvironment relations are built (Zimmerbauer et al., 2012; Qazimi, 2014). Place
identity refers to how people perceive and identify with a particular place, and how this
connection shapes their experiences, attitudes, and behaviours toward that place
(Zimmerbauer et al., 2012). This concept encompasses both the physical and psychological
aspects ba place, including its physical characteristics, history, culture, and memories.
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Place identity is widely used in the fields of geography, psychology, sociology and urban
planning to understand how people form attachments to places and how these attatisme
shape their experiences and relationships with the environment (Qazimi, 2014). The
importance of local social and cultural factors in the development ofidelitity cannot be
overstated. Place identity, as a component of a person'sidelttity, islargely comprised of
their perceptions and understandings of their physical environment (Proshansky et al.,
1983).

The lives of residents in the historic core of Tripoli are now very different to what they were
during the colonial era. Libyan culturabljtical and economic systems changed especially
after the discovery of oil which led to modernisation and urban transformation at personal
and societal levels. These changes have largely followed the precedent of western
industrialised cities, without mataining Libyan cultural identity. The situation has resulted
in a decline in some the old parts of the city-Hawat (1981) has written about

development in Libya arguing that oil has contributed to the change from more traditional
to modern society. fie cultural exchange due to globalization and emigration has led to
increased exposure to foreign influencékban placeidentity influences individuals'
perceptions of their surroundings, their sense of belonging, and their emotional connection
to a place (Zimmerbauer et al., 2012). A strong sense of place identity promotes a positive
attachment to the environment and foste a sense of community and social cohesion.

On the other hand, a weak sense of place identity leads to detachment and a lack of
investment in the local community. Policymakers and practitioners can incorporate the
concept of place identity into urbanghning and design to create places that are not only
physically appealing, but also emotionally meaningful and socially connected to the local
community. Therefore, this study seeks answers to the following research questions:

1- Why do the built enviroments of some historical cities in the Aralétamic world in
general and in Libya especially tend to decay rather than improve?

2- What factors affect the urban place identity of Aralbstamic historical cities in Libya in
general and the old city ofripoli in particular?

3- What factors contribute to the changing character and identity of the olddfifiripoli?
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Chapter Three: Methodology

3.1. Introduction

This chapter offers a detailed explanation of the methodology used to investigate how local
place identity and character shape the pace and magnitude of changes in the built
environment and urban form in an ancient Aridtamic city (ABayyadand Mejia, 218).

The researchitilisesa case study approadlyin, 2018)drawing on the historical city of

Tripoli, Libya one of the oldest and most wefireserved examples of an Ardélamic ciy
(Ahmida2017). Old Tripoli was selected due to its historical andterdl significance in the
Arab-lslamicworld (Ejroushi, 2024ps well as its relevance to the research questions

This study used a qualitative research design to explore complex phenomena in their natural
setting Mohajan, 2018 The methods employed were archival research, literature review,

site observation, and interviews. Archival research and literature review were used to

gather background information about the history, culture, and urban form of the ancient
Arablslamic d@y. Site observation allowed the researcher to collect data on the current

adFdS 2F GKS odaAtld SY@ANRYYSYyd FyR dz2NBlFYy F2N
focused omacquiring information orocal attitudes and values concerning the built

envirorment and urban form (Yin, 2018). The data were analysed using a thematic analysis
approach, which involves identifying and interpreting patterns of meaning.

Issues of reliability, validity, research positionality, and ethics were considered throughout
the research process (Creswell, 2014). Multiple data sources were used, and triangulation
was employed to ensure reliability. Efforts were made to ensure the accuracy of the data
collected and the analysis conducted to enhance the validity. Ethical consateratcluded
obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring confidentiality, and protecting the
privacy of participantsL y G SN¥a 2F LlRairAdAaAzylfAader GKS NBa
and familiarity with the area were beneficial for the raseh, although care had to be taken

to balance any bias that this familiarity might introdud@éwe remainder of this chapter
continues to elaborate on the research approach, methods, and techniques used in the
study. It also highlights the issues of relldlp, validity, research positionality, and ethics.
Lastly, the limitations of the methodology and challenges encountered during the fieldwork
(and how they were overcome) are discussed.

3.3. Research Philosophiepositivism, interpretivism, and critial theory

A research philosophy encompasses the beliefs and values guiding the researcher's
approach. Research methods and analyses are normally governed by one of three
philosophical paradigms: positivism, interpretivism, and critical theory (Bryman,; Fo/kh,
2018). Positivism is derived from foundationalism and empiricism; positivists value
objectivity and proving or disproving hypotheses. In contrast, interpretivists see knowledge
as subjective and reality as socially constructed through individudspretations of their
experiences (Chowdhury, 2014; Crotty, 1998). The critical theory tradition emerging from
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the Frankfurt School centres power and the oppressive aspects of politics and society (Ryan,
2018).

Positivism is a philosophical approachtteenphasses the importance of empirical evidence
and scientific method for understanding the world. It originated with nineteecgntury

French philosopher Auguste Comte, who believed that knowledge could only be gained
through scientific observation anekperimentation. According to positivism, only

observable facts and events can be considered true knowledge; abstract concepts (e.g.,
morality, spirituality, and metaphysics) have no place in science. Therefore, positivism
emphasses the use of empiricalbservation, measurement, and statistical analysis to
develop universal laws of social behaviour, seek objective truths about the social world, and
test theories and hypotheses.

Positivism has significantly affectathny fields, including science, socigksce, and
philosophy. It led to the development of the scientific methothe cornerstone of modern
science. It has also influenced how we understand social phenomena through quantitative
data and statistical analysidowever, positivism has been crised for being reductionist

and overlooking the subjective and cultural aspects of social phenomena (Hammersley,
2013). It oversimplifies complex phenomena by reducing them to quantifiable data and
ignores how subjective individual experiences, culture, emratext shape our

understandings of the world.

Critical theory tackles the power structures and social inequalities that shape human
experiences and behaviours, often employing a critical and normative approach to uncover
and challenge dominant ideologiasd practices (Lukes, 2005). While critical theory can
provide valuable insights into social issues and power dynamics, it is alseettifai failing

to offer practical solutions to address its many critiques (Calhoun et al., 2017).

Interpretivism seks to understand the meaning and interpretations that individuals and
groups assign to their experiences and actions. The philosophy of interpretivism is rooted in
an eighteenthcentury debate between Giambattista Vico and Descartes, with the former
underscoring the differences between the natural and social worlds. Importantly, we
perceive reality and truth through the organisation of our lives and our social experiences
(Costelloe, 2016). This makes interpretivism a sort ofaositivism (Flick, 2014

emphasizes the importance of context and subjectivity in social researclsi(Ceermd

Lincoln, 2017). Interpretivisieal withrelish in the complexities of the contemporary social
world and seek out nuanced and holistic understandings of social phenormerth.and
knowledge are subjective, culturally and historically situated, and based on people's
experiences and valueg.herdore, values and beliefs cannot be separated from the
researcher and invariably influence data collection, interpretation, and analysis. Thig study
like most work that employs qualitative method$ollows an interpretivist philosophy.
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3.4. Qualitative Aproaches

Research approaches are the general strategies or methods that researchers use to conduct
their studies. The two primary research approaches are quantitative and qualitative.
Quantitative research involves the collection and analysis of numefatal while

gualitative research focuses on the collection and analysis ofmunerical data, such as

text, images, and observations (Creswell, 2014). Qualitative research is used to acquire a
deep understanding of the complexities and nuances of diffimsquantify social

phenomena (e.g., social norms, attitudes, and beliefs). It also allows researchers to uncover
unexpected or unanticipated findings and explore the subjective experiences of participants
in greater depth. Overall, qualitative researciin generate rich and detailed insights into

the human experience (Creswell, 2014).

Qualitative research is defined by its reliance on naturalistic and interpretive paradigms.

bl ddzNF f AaGAO LI NIRAIYA F20dza 2y dtafidds OA Rdzl £ &4 Q
while interpretive paradigms emphasithe importance of social and cultural context in

shaping human behaviour and attitudes. Nevertheless, all qualitative research methods

interviews, focus groups, observations, and document analysidlect dda that can help

researchers understand the social and cultural factors that influence the phenomenon

under investigation (Suttoand Austin, 2015). Observation and interaction with participants

in their natural setting provides a more comprehensive untierding of their social context

and the factors that may influence it. After all, the real world is subject to change, so

gualitative researchers should be present and immersed to record events before and after
changes occur (Patton, 2001). QualitativeSdsNOK Q& Yy I G dz2NI f A A GA O | LILINZ
meaning and interpretation provide rich and detailed insights that are not captured by

guantitative research methods. Qualitative researchers gain a deeper understanding of the

social and cultural factors that spa human behaviour and attitudes and contribute to a

more comprehensive understanding of complex social issues.

Qualitative research offers different kinds of knowledge than quantitative inquiry. It focuses
on understanding the meaning and interpretationfssocial phenomena, rather than simply
measuring and quantifying them. Qualitative data can be analysed using coding, thematic
analysis, and narrative analysis. These processes allow researchers to identify patterns,
themes, and connections that emerg®iin the data. Qualitative scholars may also use
statistical software to orgase and analyse data before interpreting meanings behind the
numbers. Both qualitative and quantitative researchers need to demonstrate that their
studies are credible. Quantitagwesearch relies on instruments, so its validity and reliability
usually ascertain whether the research itself is credible. Qualitative research relies on the
researcherasA y 4 1 NdzY Sy 1z a2 ONBRAOAfAGE O2yOSNya (K
Althoughreliability and validity are treated separately in quantitative studies, these ideas

are not separated in qualitative research (Golafshani, 2003). This study employed a

combination of qualitative methods, including visual analysis, to mitigate reliane@yn

one data source. The researcher undertook field visits to gather data from participants,
fAaldSy (2 UGKSANI 2LIAYA2Yas yR GNIYyaONAROS | yR
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3.5. Study Design and Methods

This study used an interpretivigtdzk € A GF GA @S F LIWINRF OK G2 Ay@Sadi
Primary and secondary data collection was undertaken in two phases: phase one involved
archival research on the urban form and growth to understand the place,ifsadficularly

in terms ofurban chage, and changinglentity and characternyvhile phase two involved
interviews with professionals amgsidentsto explore theirknowledge and opinions about

the current stateof the place During the first phase (August/September 2016), primary
data was ctiected through archival research and by attending a-arezk workshop on

urban transformation and growth. The second phase of data collection took place during a
second trip to Tripoli in December 20Wter this date, the changes in security conditions

in Libya andgpecifically in the city ofripoli, such as violent conflict, and the international
effects of the COVID pandemic, preventhd researchefrom visiting Tripoli to collect
additional primary data reflecting inevitable changes in Tripolirduthose difficult years.
Changing personal and family circumstances and, again, the lbexgereffects of the

COVID pandemic have delayed the final thesis production.

This twephase research approachusincluded archival research, field visits, workpkp
interviews, and surveys that allowed the researcher to collect a comprehensive and detailed
dataset and analyse the identity and character of Tripoli's old city up to the start of the most
recent conflict. Combined, these methods allowed a thorougheustdnding of the

historical context, development, and current state of the area. Identifying appropriate data
collection methods depends on the research question, type of information required, and
availability of data sources @Blusaidi, 2008; Gabb, 2008aoum, 2007; Bergman, 2011).

The use of multiple data collection methods can expand the scope of the study and
generate a wider range of data (Thorne, 2008). This allows for triangulation, the use of
methods to link information gathered in different stegjof research (TobisndBegley,
HANnO® ! AAy3 Ydz GALIX S RFEGIE O2ff SoOdbetkey YS(GK2R
and more holistic understanding of research issues (Ellingson, 2015; Richardson, 2000).

Therefore, this study employed two broadtdacollection methods document analysis and
semistructured interviews to obtain a wide range of useful information about the

OKI yaAy3a dz2NBly F2N¥Y FyR O2yRAGAZ2YA 2F ¢ NR LR
reliability of the findings. The sarstructured interviews gathered qualitative data about

LI NOHAOALI yiG&aQ SELISNASYOSa yR LISNRLISOGAOSA 2
GKS OAGEed aSIysgKAESY GKS R20dzyYSyid lylfteara R
(e.g., maps, plangnd reports) to further situate and support the interview findings. The

following pages describe each of these methodologiesore detail.
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Research

Methods Research objectives

Literature Ob1. To review the current state of knowledge
Review relating to the changing form, character and identity
(Ongoing) of traditional Arabic Istamic city cores.

0ObZ. To identify and explain the currem stute of the histoeioal
Archival Analyss ity care Tripoll n terms of charactes, appearance and
&Persanal identity by searching the place (Urban form and
Observatan growth/phatographs/obsenatians)

0b3., To explore professionals’ and residents”
Interviews knowledge and opinions about the current stateof
historic traditional Arabic Islamic city in Tripoli.

Ob4. To develop o framework that tupports decision-enaling 7
proceszes and leads to changes in the identity of traditianal

Disgram Arabic lslames citins in Libya

Overall Anakysis Ob5. To draw conclusions and communicate findings
(Findings) to relovant stakeholders [r—

Figure. Research overviewnethods, objectives and findings.
0{2dzNOSY NBaSINOKSNRa& 2gy TFTAIdzNBO

3.5.1. Archivalanalysis of historical resources

The researcher first conducted a thorough review of existing archival reports and visual
YFGSNRAFfAa 6LK2G23INFLKAZ YILEAET SO0 | 62dzi ¢ N
used in historical research to gain a deepinderstanding of the past and the cultural,
social, and political context in which it occurred (Ritchie, 2@@8)are dependent on the
completeness and legibility of records, and of access to thEms process uncovered the
historical development andarly conditions of the traditional city in terms of urban form
(morphology) and urban fabric (the changing of patterns). Particular attention was paid to
the following periodsthe Italian colonisation period (19111943), postndependence
(1951%1969), tre Gaddafi regime (1962011), and the posGaddafi regime (20kfpresent).
The data was subjected to both descriptive and content analysis to extract insights about
the historical significance of the place.

The Libyan Centre of Archives and Historical 88(LCAHS) holds many important

historical records, documents, and scripts (e.g., official letters, chronicles, books, pictures,
and maps) from many political periodsnd these are easily accessiliher archives

visited included the Library of Aaraa altHamra Museum, the official historical libraries of
the old city of Tripoli, the Department of Housing and Utility, and the Tripoli Urban Planning
Department Engineering Consulting Office for Utilities (ECOU). With the help of an
academic known tohe local authorities, the researcher was able to access to the private
collections of some key informants (i.e., public figures, academics, architects, and
historians). Also, the researcher accessed,danbugh comparisongjerified the
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authenticity of s@eral published and unpublished historical maps and photographs to map

GKS 2fR OAlGeéd ¢KAAa FEf2gSR (GKS NBASI NOKSNJ (2
public urban form and urban structure transformations. This, in turn helped the researcher

to develop a general mental image of city form, character and identity of theigidThe

researcher sought out a wide range of historical books detailing the experiences of Arab and
foreign travellers who visited Tripoli in the pastchas thefamousbook of Al-Telisi(1985),

in its original Arabic versiory linking these narratives to othéistorical data and

perspectivedelped the researcher to form a mental sequence of historical events in the

historic city of Tripoli.

Texts analysed included Arabanguage academic monographs, authoritative articles, and
online publications that provided secondary historical data and illustrative material about

¢ NR LJ2 f A Thése iKcluded, foNskaimple, publicationsToie Libyadihad Centre for
Historical Studies such ake Making of Modern Libya: State Formation, Colonization, and
Resistance (2nd ed.). AlbaiY: State University of New York Prdgss book is a key
academic resource on Libya's modern history, focusing de ssamation, colonialism, and
resistance movements(Ahmida,201Tken Years in the Court of Tripoli is a memoir written

by Miss Tully, who is believed to have been the sister of Richard Tully, the British Consul in
Tripoli during the late 18th and early ttBcenturies. The book provides a vivid account of

life in the court of the Pasha of Tripoli, Yusuf Karamanli, during the Barbary period. It offers
insights into the political intrigues, cultural practices, and social dynamics of the time, along
with desciptions of Tripoli's geography and the lives of its people. Tully, Miss. (1816). Ten
CSENBQ wSAaARSYOS i GKS /2dzNI 2F ¢NALREA Ay
Possession of the Family of the Late Richard Tully, Esq., the British Condah:lHenry
Colburn (Tully,1816). This work is considered an important historical source for
understanding the late 18tcentury Libya states and their interactions with European
powers.Also, The Jihad Centre for Historical Studies in Tripoli, estaldlish&978, is a
pioneering institution that made oral history its primary research focus. It utilized Libya's
rich oral traditions to document and reclaim the suppressed memaories ofcafdnial
NEBaAadl yOSs O2y aildNUzOUGA Y 3 slpershdcibes. | TheSehtie KA & (1 2 NB
became a hub for Libyan and regional historians, fostering the growth of oral history
practices across North Africa through education and collaboraf©hirop, 2007).

Similarly, the book titled "History of Libya from the Eddhe Nineteenth Century until

1969" provides an Hilepth examination of Libya's political, social, and economic
developments during a transformative period. It covers significant events such as the late
Ottoman era, Italian colonization, the Libyan resiste (including figures like Omar al
Mukhtar), World War Il, the British military administration, and the eventual establishment
of the Kingdom of Libya in 1951, culminating in the 1969 coup led by Muammar Gaddafi.
The work is a comprehensive resource daderstanding the historical forces that shaped
modern Libya (Proshchin,2002)

Also, a book ofripoli: The Arab City and its Islamic Architectilités explores the history of

Tripoli, Libya, as a representative Afgbamic city, highlighting i@rchitectural features

GKFd SYo2Reé GKS OAadeQa Odz (dzNI £ | yRdegth2 OAL £ A
study of aesthetic elements, and architectural styles that have defined Tripoli, serving as a
valuable resource for those interested imet history and development of Arablamic cities.
(Amoura,1993).
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lfaz2s YRS ¢& &  NEQawSAaARSYOS |1616)iskaprimarg dzNIi 2 F
source offering detailed accounts of Tripoli between 1783 and 1793. Based on 100 letters,

this memoir provides vivid descriptions of the city, its urban spaces, and life under the Pasha
Yusuf Karamanli during the Barbary period. It explores political intrigues, cultural practices,

social dynamics, and the geography of the region, offering valuabldid K a Ay (2 [ A0 &
history and interactions with European powers (Tully, 1816). Secondary sources, such as

bdzNI [FFAQa ! Nbly t2fA0ASa YR wST2N¥Xa Rdz2NAY
perspective by analyzing the administrative policies and ureéorms implemented in

Ottoman Tripoli, providing a broader context for the historical development of the city.

This work, ifst published in 1935 > RA &40dzaaSa ¢NRALIRfAQa KAAG2NR
as the "gateway" to the Sahara. ltoffersriRiS a ONR LJiA 2y a 2F (GKS OAxdeéeQ
connections to the broader Saharan and Mediterranean regions (Pit6@#, The

researcher alsadentified sources on Tripoli's relations with Western countries published by

the Documentation and Human $ies Department in thidistorical City Management (local

authority) as part of a project to organise and manage the old city sudrhasuilding of

the French Consulate in Tripoli on the political and cultural relations between Tripoli and

France; and ThES Consulate Building in Tripoli on Libpamerican relationsSeverabther
resourcerovided valuable information on the city's markets, hotels, archaeological sites,

and political and economic relations suchTdse markets of the old city of Tripdiar At

Qadi, Hosh ABashawatthe big Leptis CityGuide to archaeological sites in Libyapoli old

city hotels sixyears in Tripoli on the west coasindArab travellers and their role in writing

the political and economic history of Libydoreover, Arch of Marcus Aurelius in Trip@ia

significant source of information on ancient Tripdli of these important sourcewere

identified and consulteét the Arab Book House, DarPérjani publishing house and Tripoli
University Library.

1
c

The most aucial reference documents were part of a series of planning and legal studies on
the old Tripolicity produced in thesummer of 2010. These EC@Mdveloped architectural

and urban charters proceeded in five phases, which were all completed before theaFgbru
2011 revolution. Lastly, a guide to the historical landmarks of the old city, published by the
Historical Cities Administration in 20{he Old City Blog,201@®rovided valuable

information on the city's architecture and urban plannifigne Old Citlog was an initiative
launched in 2010 that focused on documenting and showcasing the historical and cultural
significance of the old city of Tripoli, Libya. This blog served as an important platform for
raising awareness about the architectural, urbang @ultural heritage of the medina (old
Tripoli city) and its historical landmarkBhe Old City Blog,201@COM is Engineering
Consulting Office for Utilities (ECOM), a Libpased organization known for providing
consulting services in urban plannirgchitecture, and infrastructure development. It is
involved in projects related to heritage preservation, urban regeneration, and
modernization while respecting historical and cultural contexts.

Archival research involves analysing texts and sowsgekas those identified above
examining time series, and comparing methods across different temporal and spatial
contexts to better understand historical evolutions, patterns, and trends. Abldia|
(1983) highlights the importance of causality and hieraydéh understanding history.
According to him, any history that lacks a sense of cause and effect is staticEAbaj,
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198%). It only presents a series of events without explaining why they occurred or their
relative significance. This might be accepéawhen merely recording a historical timeline of
major events. However, understanding how and why incidents occurred requires connecting
as many historical narratives and data as possible to reach fresh explanatory grounds about
the overall historical trgectory. Unfortunately, many historians of the story of change in
Tripoli are absent from the archives (AbRtHaj, 1983). Most available histories of Libya

are overtly political, so scholars have called for a greater focus on the neglected aspects of
Libyan history (e.g., social, economic, cultural, and legal history) to develop a more
complete understanding of the country's pastoou-EHHaj, 1983; Ghanem, 1998 A
comprehensive and analytical approach is needed for more inclusive representation of
historical perspectives on Tripoli's transformation (Buckley, 2016). This effort requires the
integration of multiple narratives and historical daf&herefore, the researcher sought out a
wide range of historicadourcesby Arab and foreign travellers whasited Tripoli to link

these narratives to other historical data and perspectives and generate new interpretations
of historical events.

3.5.2. Participation in workshop abouta protection of cultural heritage"

The researcher participated in a 20X@ihing workshop for national cadres on the

protection of cultural heritage orgased and sponsored by the Tripolitania Heritage

Foundation and the Historical City Administratiohhis workshop allowed the researcher to

interact with professionals interésS R Ay ¢NA LRt AQa 2t R OAdGex 3l A
area, and build relationships with potential interviewees. While attending the workshop, the
NBaSI NOKSNJ YFRS FASEtR y2iSa8 FYyR 20aSNBIGA2Y A
context and Instorical development. All of the participants and experts in attendance were

later contacted for the second phase of datallection.

1 The workshop was held fromugust 28 to September 1, 2016. The session titles w@otumenting
historical monuments biKhoja YuseR) The national heritage between national legislation and international
conventionshy Mahmoud Dadag3) Protecting museums in times of crikig Ramadan Al Shaibar)
Mechanical assistance and classification of monuments during rescue operayigslulMuttalib Abu Salem
5) Rapid intervention operations to support the construction of historical and archaeological monubents
engineerHossam Bash Imamand 6)Negotiation skills during crisésy Al Seddeq Alrquq
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Figure3. List ofnames of theparticipants professionalsvith participants anonymis@do { 2 dzZNOSY NB &S| NO
own photograph)

Figure4. Participants at the Marcus Aurelius historic site.
0{2dz2NOSY NBaSI NOKSNRa 26y LIK2G23aINI LKO

Figure5. Workshopparticipants at slem AMashat mosque discussing the role of experts and professionals in o
KAAG2NROFE o6dzAf RAYy3 NBKLF oA A G with patigipantHapoyaneddS Y NS a S| N
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3.5.3. Reviewmethodology of similar studies

Theresearcher reviewed a number of doctoral research papers on the old city of Tripoli, but
on socal aspects such dbat by AtBandak (2008Yrban transformation and social change

in a Libyan city: An anthropological study of Tripgalwhich hediscussednodernization

and migration. ABandak collected information in interviews and compared it with other
pieces of related research and quantitative and qualitative research methods. Then he
analyzed the quantitative data from the study were using Excel. izege scarcity of

research in the field of social transformation and change in Tripoli,-Ba#dak mentioned,

the methodology useth his research is mixed approachusing bothquantitative and
qualitativetechniques.

Al-Bandak was able to interviewbaut 300 participants using the question and answer
method, which may be appropriate for exploring this phenomenon in general, but may not
be appropriate for exploring or studying-ttepth, looking for the causes and precise details
of this phenomenonThepresentstudy was designed to complement this wider survey and
to clarify the details of the reasons behind this phenomenon from a different perspective to
that of AFBandak (2008), as this research focused specifically on the old Arabic Islamic
historicd city of Tripoli fromthe specifiqperspective of changing urban identity and

OKF N} OGSNI AYy C¢NARLREAQa 2fR O2NB®

In this study, extended senmstructured interviews were used using the qualitative research
method, some of which lasted for more than 4 hours. They vedli@-depth interviews

which have providednuchdetail. With someprofessionaparticipants for examplethe
interview begarnin their office and then going out to the main street of the old city to
proceed as avalkinginterview (Evans & Jone&)11),in the street which this research used

as a case studyliscussedn section 3.} where these interviews were therefore able to
combine both observation and interview. The researcher was able to involve 12 specialists
in separateopen discussions, to ensucenfidentialityand not to affect the course of the
discussion. The researchalso involved 21 participants froamongstthe residents of the

main street of the old city, which wasentionedby the experiintervieweesfor its historical
importance, as well as the fact that its residents stay longer in the old city than other
residents in other areas of the old city. They are also more aware than others of the
conditions of the old city and what is happening in it due to their strategic location in the old
city.

3.5.4. Semistructured professional interviews

Social research regulartijaws on facgo-F I OS Ay GSNWASga G2 Il Ay
perceptions, understandings, and experiences of a given phenomenon. A successful
interview is more than a conversation; it requires knowledge and skill on behalf of the
interviewer (Francesteal., 2009). The interviewer asks questions to gather subjective
information about a particular topic or experience from the interviewee. There is usually a
dialogue guided by a flexible interview protocol and supplemented by fellpwuestions,
probes,and comments. This helps the researcher collect epeded data, explore

Ay

LI NHAOALI yiaQ (GK2dzaAKia>x ¥FSStAy3da FyR o60StASTa

sensitive) topics (DeJonckheeaxrd Vaughn, 2019).
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The interviewer generally prepares a list ségetermined questions; however, semi

structured interviews unfold in a conversational manner that offers participants the chance

to pursue issues they feel are important. Sestiuictured interviews may be a staradlone

method or used in conjunction withtller methods. They are useful for investigating

complex behaviours, opinions, and emotions and for collecting information on a diverse

NI y3S 2F SELISNASYyOSaod LyadSIR 2F 2FFSNAYy 3 |
insights about what peopldo and think. lrdepth, semistructured interviews have made

an increasingly significant contribution to geographic research as debates about meaning,
identity, subjectivity, politics, knowledge, representation, and power have gained

momentum (Longhurs2009).

Upon arrival in Tripoli in August 2016, the researcher visited the architecture department at
the University of Tripoli to meet a senior academic and mefiltve researcher had

previously knowrthis personin a work relationship since 2009This individual referred the
researcher to the Consultant Office of Housing and Facilities (COHF), where the director
expressed a willingness to assist the researcher with the styarchitect in the COHias
instructed to provide the researcher withe most recent studies of the ancient city (the

last of which was conducted in the summer of 201tefore the February 2011 revolution).
¢KS NBX&SIFNOKSNI 6KSYy @AAA0SR GKS | Aad2NAROFTE
specialges in planning, artscultural prograrmes, and engineering consultant services to
preserve and rehabilitate historic buildings in traditional Libyan cities. The agency also
stores almost all of the documents and information about the historic town of Tripoli. All
three institutions work together to manage educational and technical workshops, research
studies, architectural brochures, and planning for the historical city, as well as providing
expertise for maintenance and rehabilitation projects.

Semistructuredinterviews wee conducted with the professionals managing and designing

the old town or working in the aredhese had been identifiechd contacted during the

workshop (sectior8.5.2) and totalled 12 individualsMost of these interviews were
conducted inthe participd 1 a Q 2FFAO0S&a Ay (GKS 1 AaG2NAOFE [ A
However, one participant, a higlanking academic at the University of Tripoli, was

interviewed in his home office. Participants first described their educational background,
professional pragte, and how long they had been working in the old city of Tripoli. Other
demographic information collected included property ownership, family size, and

approximate family income.

The interviews then turned to the primary challenges residents faced ioltheity, their

awareness of city projects and plans, and their level of involvement in these initiatives.
Interviewees noted any changes they had observed in the functioning of the old city since

they started working or living there, including pressuf@sdevelopment, changes in

building design and residential density, and common new activities. Other questions

focused on the representation of cultures in the old city, and how different cultures spent

time in the old city. Participants also reflected their use of local and Western ideas in

their professional practice and how the context of the historic city of Tripoli has influenced
GKSANI LINPLI2ASR RS@OSt2LIYSydad ¢KS AYyUuSNBASs
the 2010 plan for the old cityts implementation, motivations, and effectiveness. Finally,
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the participants were given the opportunity to share any other changes they had observed

in the old city that were not discussed.

Table3 presents details about the professional participants, including their educational

background and field of expertise. Rather than try to achieve saturation based on sample

aril Sz

GKS NBaSIFNOKSNI 3SySNI GSR
evidenceln a case study approach, having a small number of triangulation interviews is not
a problem.The participants are identified using only a number (P# for professional) to
maintain confidentiality.

Table3. Overview of the professional inteew participants

I o adamer O

Participant Education Experience Field of work Participant
background. (years) [residents]
P1 Civil engineering. 20 years Civil engineer and | Residing in
holding a senior the old city.
Tripoli University. Working in | city administrative
the old city. | postonin the
[Al-Fateh University historic city of
formerly] Tripoli
P2 Master in library and | 1991 to Director of the Residing
Information present. Library of Anwuji | outside the
Management House for Culture | city walls.
Tripoli University. (Formerly British
consulate)
P3 High Diploma in 2 years Historical Residing
Historical Studies. consultant outside the
city walls.
P4 B.Sc. information 1985 to Director of the
management & present. Documentation ang
Documentation Information Office | Residing
of the Historic outside the
Tripoli University. Cities city walls.
Administration.
[Al-Fateh University
formerly].
P5 University of Tripoli, B] Since 1985 | Consultant to the | Residing
Civil engineer Historic Cities outside the
Administration / city walls.
1973 Libyan Heritage
Protection.
P6 University of Tripoli, 1 year and | Architectural Residing
B.Sc. in Architecture | 3 months. | planning, design | outside the
and management. | city walls.
1979

5C
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P7 University of Tripoli, | 2 years Architectural Residing
B.Sc. in Architecture | (19891990) | design and urban | outside the
University of planning. city walls.
Pennsylvania, Ph.D.,
M.Sc., M.A
P8 Architectural & town | 1 year. Arch Design, Residing
planning. SupervisionArch | outside the
and studies. city walls.
Arch, History of Arch,
theories and design.
P9 Town planning 5 Months Arch Design, Residing
Supervision, Arch | outside the
[Al-Fateh University and studies city walls.
formerly].
The Higher college
for Town
Planning/Tripoli
P10 Department of 4 Months Architectural Residing
Architecture and design, outside the
Planning, University of architectural city walls.
Tripoli contests,
supervision,
workshops.
P11 Architectural. 6 months Arch Design, Residing
Supervision, Site | outside the
Department of survey and city walls.
Architecture and architectural
Planning, University of presentation.
Tripoli
P12 Design, Supervision, | 6 Months History of Arch, Residing
Reports and site theories and desigr| outside the
survey architecture. city walls.
University of Tripoli.

3.5.5 Doorto-door resident questionnaire survey of residents in the case stustieet

The main street of the old city was used as a case study (see section 3.5) and its residents
were approached to complete interviewaddressing equitydiversity, and inclusion (EDI) in

the recruitment of any research participants is crucial to ensure that the study is

representative, fair, and sensitive to the differences within the population being studied.

Incorporating EDI considerations allows theearch to reflect the varied experiences,
needs, and perspectives of different demographic groups, thus producing more

comprehensive and valid results. Key EDI considerations for recruitment, and how this

research dealt with them, are examined below.
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3.5.51. Equity in Access to Participation

Inclusive Sampling: One street was used as a case study (see sectiordab)darellings

were approachedlt was confirmed that all participants were residents of the same street
(Turner, 2020)and the researcheznsured that all relevant backgrounds, including
marginalized or underrepresented groups if any, had an equal opportunity to participate in
the research, and avoiding exclusionary practices or barriers such as location, language, or
socioeconomic status.he researcher was able to offer interviews in Arabic (which was
preferred) or English. While a gender mix was ideal, for cultural reasons female residents
preferred not to be interviewed. The researcher also sought an approach to recruitment
that did not favour any particular group over othefBendick & Nunes, 2012)n terms of
Access to Participation, all households of the street were contacted to ensures the findings
represent a wide range of experiences and perspectives. It was confirmed thattredkef
involved in the sample had lived in study street in old city core of Tripoli for a varying degree
of time. There has been strong so@oltural interaction amongst the people in the old

Tripoli.

3.5.52. Inclusion in Research Design and Participation

Research methods and language that are respectful of and relevant to the cultural and social
contexts of diverse participants were used. This was done by using the experience and skills
of the researcher who is fluent and understands the same languagéaabculture which

does not requirdranslators Choi et al. 2012However, the research was designed by the
researcher, using his familiarity with the culture, language and area: potential participants
were not involved in the survey design.

3.5.53. Bhical Considerations

Informed ConsentThe researchvas discussed the participants and ensured that they fully
understood the purpose of the research, their rights, and the implications of participation.
Also, complete confidentiality and anonymity of participants and protection of their privacy
have beerensured (Kang and Hwang, 2023)

3.5.54. Engagement and Feedback

Community Involvement: A professional was employed by the agéntye new agency”

i.e. The OId City of Tripoli Administration Board (OCTABjs wasdrmerly The Technical
Agency for Organizing and Managing the OId City of Tripoli (TAOMB@Ushi, 2024) to
FILOATAGIGS GKS NB &SI NOKS Ndhelp thidyustla@io oA G K (KS
ensure that the interviewsvere conducted smoothlydue tothe security conditions in the

city of Tripoli at that timeThrough using thifacilitator, the researcher sought tmcrease
participation, and ensure that the researalas designednd conductedn ways that

respectthe values ancheedsof the local resident communityBy actively incorporating EDI
considerations in the recruitment process, researchers can ensure that their studies are not
only more ethical and represgative but also more insightful and robust in their findings.

This approach leads to research outcomes that can better inform policies or interventions
aimed at achieving social justice and reducing inequalities.
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Semistructured, doorto-door surveys (n=21were carried out with Tripotiesidents(four
householdglid not wish toparticipate).Many people were reluctant to allow the

interviewer inside their homes due to the curresgcuritysituation, so most of these
interviews were conducted outdoors. One resident was willing to be interviewed inside his
shop during working hours, and another interview was conducted inside a school
administration office.

By conducting the interviewis the open air the researcher was able to respect the privacy
and personal space of the residents. This helped build trust between the researcher and
participants and encouraged them to open up and share their experiences more freely.
Moreover, the outdoor stting provided a neutral ground for both the researcher and the
participants, which helped tminimiseanyproblems ofpower dynamics that may have
been present in a more formahnd more personalpdoor setting.

Additionally, the fresh air and natural emonment may have helped to create a more
relaxed and informal atmosphere, which in turn contributed to the success of the
interviews.

Table4 provides information on the residents surveyed, including duration of residence in
the old city and tenure statug\s with the professionals surveyed, these interviewees are
identified using only a number (R#, for residents) to maintain confidentiality.

Table 4 Overview of the resident interview participants

Participant | Duration of residence| Original owner / Owner/ Attaba*
in the old city WONBaAR: [threshold]
RO Since birth, in 1950. | Original Resident | Owner
R1 His father bought this| Original Resident | Owner
house in1950.

R2 Since 1981 NonOriginal owner. | Attaba

R3 Since 1995. Non-Original owner | Attaba

R4 City since 1985 NonOriginal owner | Attaba

R5 Since birth. Non-Original owner | Owner

R6 Since birth. Non-Original owner | Owner

R7 since2002 NonOriginal owner | Renter via
Attaba

R8 Since 2003 NonOriginal Owner | Attaba

R9 Since 1992 Non-Original Owner.| Attaba

R10 Since 2007 NonOriginal Owner.| Attaba

R11 Since 1963. Original Resident | Owner.

R12 Since 1953 Original Resident | Owner.

R13 Since 1960 Original Resident | Owner.

R14 Since 2003 Non-Original Owner.| Attaba

R15 Since birth. Original Resident | Owner.

R16 Since 1981 Non-Original Owner.| Attaba

R17 Since birth. Non-Original Owner.| Owner.

R18 Since birth. Original Resident | Owner.
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R19 Since birth. Original Resident | Owner.

R20 Since birth. Original Resident | Owner.
* TheAttabais a property [building/land]ad without official papersAccording to the Libyan

proverbs it can mear @gar in wate¢ @nderthe table¢ &@n the blackmarket. The "threshold"

system in rents is linked to the implementation of Law No. 4 of 1978 in Libya, known as the "House

for its Occupant Law". This law was part of the socialist policies adopted by the Libyan state under
Muammar Gaddafi, and its aim wé#o abolish private ownership of residential reatate and

transfer it to users fesidents (Gaddafi,1975).

3.5.6. Ensuring Rigor and Integrity:

In this research, addressing methodological considerations related to reliability, validity,
generalisability, and positionality is essential to ensure the rigor and integrity of the study.

3.5.61. Reliability

Reliability refers to the consistency of the research findings and whether the same results
could be achieved if the study were repeated under similar conditions. To ensure reliability,
the following strategiesvere implemented:

Standardized Procedures: i@astent methods for data collection were used throughout the
study. For example, interview guides and was followed strictly, ensuring all participants are
asked the same core questiofisabir, 201% Data Recording and Documentation: All

interviews were ecorded and transcribed accurately to ensure that the researcher can refer
back to the original responséélYateem, 2012)They were translated from Arabic into

English for analysis, as accurately as posgtan et al., 2019) This allows for reliaél

analysis across the two phases of the research. The researcher carefully coded and analysed
the qualitative dataLinneberg & Korsgaard, 2019)

3.5.62. Validity

Validity is the extent to which the research accurately measures or captures what it intends
to study. To address validity in the research, both in the context of qualitative and
guantitativemethodologies (Thomson, 2011)he following were considered.o@struct

Validity: Ensuring that the concepts being studied are clearly definedperhtionalized
(Strauss & Smith, 2009), f6rE | YL S5 aL&af | YAO ardfdéran Oa !OMNGeE €0
be interpreted slightly differently, so a consistent appro&els been taken. The problems

of construct validity across Arabic and English language is discussed elsewhere with specific
NEFSNBYyOS (2 (KS ORighguilidi: Usng multipiNdethgtls R &l &
sources to crossheck findinggCarter & al., 2014) In this research, this involved using
interviews, observations, and document analysis to corroborate data. After interviews and
data collection, participants were asked to review their answers to verify that their
perspectives have been acately captured. This helped to enhance the credibility of the

study and avoid skewed or inaccurate results.
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3.5.63. Generalisability

Generalisability refers to the extent to which the findings of the study can be applied to
other settings, populationgr contexts; and qualitative research also addresses it through
transferabilityt the applicability of findings to similar contexidliles, Huberman & Saldafia,
2014) In this study, purposive sampling is employed to ensure a diverse and relevant
sample whiclcould be generalisable to other Angdslamic cities that have undergone
immigration Thick Description: In qualitative research, detailed descriptions of the research
context, participants, and the phenomena being studied allow others to judge whehtleer t
findings might apply to other contexts. In this study, this relates to the detail given in the
discussion of results and analygieplicability: Providing clear, detailed information about
the research process, data collection methods, and analydmigaes ensures that future
researchers can replicate the study and verify whether similar results are achieved in
different settings or with different populations. The detail given in this chapter should allow
the approach to be replicated in other Aralislamic cities.

3.5.7. Positionality and reflexivity:

t 2AA0A2yFfAGE 1 O1ly2sf SRISE (KS NBaSINOKSNDa
may influence the research process and interpretatiofiredings (Holmes, 2020The

researcher has reflecteon how theirown status (e.g., as male,Libyan academic, local

resident, or outsider), anche power dynamics of the research process, influence the

participants' willingness to share information or the interpretation of urban changes in the

old Tripoli. This has informed the research design. Efforts were made to ensure that

participants felt comfortable and empowered to share their experienesshidgs critical to
YAYAYAT Ay3a (GKS AyTFtdzSyoOS 2F (KS NBaSINOKSNDa

In some research cexts, involving participants in the research design or analysis can help

G2 oFLtlFyOS (KS AyFfdzSyOS 2F (KS NBaSINOKSNDa
equitable. In this case it was felt that this was impracticable for the resident interviews

given the restricted number of respondent households and the cultural/gender issues faced.

¢tKS NBXaSIFNOKSNDa 2¢y ol O1l3INRBdzyR I @S a2YS Tl
could be managedAddressing these methodological considerations not only strentgthe

the credibility of the research, but also ensures that the findings are more robust, ethically

sound, and applicable to a wider range of contektsqualitative research, providing

detailed descriptions of the method and process of data analysis @satifor transparency

and credibility(TuvatMashiach, 2017)t helps clarify how themes emerged from the data

FYR LINP@ZPARSa AyaArAdakKda Ayid2 GKS NBaSFNOKSNDRa
The analysis process used here, resulting indeetification of 5 key themes, was as

follows:
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3.5.71. Data Familiarization

The first step was becoming deeply familiar with the data. This began during data collection
(e.g., interviews, observations). Thesearcher immersed himself in the datagmasp the

ydzZl yOSa 27F LI NXTkaOskripiiory theidata deliecieldIia/irted/@ws were
transcribed verbatim in Arabic then translated into Englisithough this had some

difficulties (Inhetveen,2012)transcriptionneverthelesgpersevered theichness of the data,
including tone, pauses, and emphasis, which are essential for interpretation. Being done
personally rather than by machine transcription/translation means that the researcher
reads and reeads the transcripts to gain a holistic umd&nding of the data and identify
potential patterns or recurring ideas. This is the first step toward identifying emerging
themes.

3.5.72. Coding the Data

Coding is the process of systematically labelling segments of the data with descriptive tags
that capture the essence of the informatiqRogers, 2018)These codes help to organize

the data into meaningful categories. During the first round of coding, the researcher applied
open codes to every meaningful segment of text (e.g., sentences, paragaagtsases).

These initial codes were very broad and descriptive, summarizing what is being said without
pre-imposing any interpretations. For example, where the participants spoke about
changes in neighbourhood dynamics, the early caieh as'migration effects,”
"modernization," and "community changes" may be applied to different parts of the
transcript. Subsequently, in Lif®-Line Coding, every line of the transcript is examined for
key ideas or concepts, which ensures that no important detail $sewi, using a highlighted
colour by handLinneberg & Korsgaard, 2019his method is particularly useful for

identifying nuances in participant responses. It greatly facilitated the emergence and
identify of the five themes in this research. The smalinber of responses meant that the
researcher could do this personally, thus developing an extremely detailed familiarity with
the data, rather than using an automated approach such as NVIVO.

3.5.73. Grouping Codes into Categories

After the initial opencoding process, codes were grouped into categories based on
commonalities. This is the stage where researcher begins to look for broader patterns or
categories that connect the initial codes. In Axial Coding, the researcher looked for
relationships betwer the codes, clustering them into broader categories or-thédmes.

For example, codes related to "community changes,"” "modernization,” and "social
transformation” might be grouped into a largeategory such as "urban charigés

categories begin to takehape, the researcher refined the codes to ensure consistency and
accuracy. Redundant or overlapping codes might be combined, while codes that seem too
broad or vague may be broken down into more specificcotes.
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3.5.74. Identifying and emerging thermse

Themes are more abstract than categories. They represent recurring concepts, ideas, or
patterns of meaning that emerge from the data and form the backbone of the research
findings(Wicks, 2017)The researcher analysed the categories to idemfgrarching

themes. These themes should be strongly supported by the data, reflecting the participants'
perspectives and the research question. For example: if many participants discuss how
migration is altering their sense of belonging, a theme such hari@ing identity and

belonging in response to urban migration" might emerge. In an inductive approach, themes
emerge directly from the data without the researcher applying anygxisting framework.

This is common in exploratory studid$ieme Saturatiorthe researcher kept identifying

and refining themes until thematic saturation was reached, meaning that no new themes
are emerging from the data. This indicates that enough data has been collected and
analysed to capture the full range of experiencesiews related to the research question.

3.5.75. Reviewing and Refining Themes

Once the initial themes are identified, the researcher reviewed them to ensure that they

accurately represent the data and are distinct from one another. The researcher then

valdates the themes by revisiting the original data (transcripts, field notes) to ensure that

the themes are welli dzLJLJ2 NJISR YR 3INRdzyRSR Ay LI NI A OA LJ
have sufficient data to back it up, it may be discarded or merged wibhham.

Themes should be distinct, yet interrelated in a coherent manner. The researcher examined
whether the themes together tell a cohesive story that addresses the research questions. In
some cases, themes are structured hierarchically, with broad thesoetining sub

themes. For example, a broad theme like "Social Change" might contatheuoies such as
"Economic Impact,” "Cultural Shifts,” and "Community Networks."

3.5.76. Finalizing and Naming Themes

The final set of themes was reviewed and giveaalgtive names that encapsulate their

essence. This is an important step, as the themes form the core findings of the study and

need to communicate the data effectivelyaismoradi et al. 201& Naeem et al., 2023

Each theme was given a concidescriptive name that accurately reflects its content. To
substantiate the themes, direct quotes from participants are included in the analysis. These
guotes serve as evidence and demonstrate how the theme is rooted in the data. For

example, for a themem"Migration impacts,” a participant might be quoted saying, "When
LJIS2LX S adGFNISR Y20Ay3 Ay FNRBY (KS &AdzodzNbax
all strangers now."
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3.5.77. Writing Up the Findings

The final step involves writing up the ansily; where themes are presented alongside
supporting evidence from the data. The researcher explains how each theme emerged, how
it relates to the research question, and what the implications of these findings are. The
themes are woven into a narrative thanswers the research questions, highlights

participants' experiences, and addresses the broader implications of the findings.

3.6. The Case Study: Tripoli as a Historical City

I OFasS &addzRé Aa alby SYLANROIFf AyégndoiiNe® GKIF G A
WOl aSQ0 Ay RSLIGENE RROB 2018 Esisé stublyirés¢aRh i§ an all
encompassing method that includes a logic of design, data collection techniques, and

specific approaches to data analysis. Tripoli is an ideal cagedyads immense historical

significance as the cultural, political, and economic capital of Libya (Remdabudib,

2022). It also has a longer history and more written documentation than any other historical

city in Libya. This study focused on Frarg&treet, the most significant historical street in

Tripoli's old city. It runs frorthe Marcus Aureliugirch to the Freedom Gate, passing

through four of the city's six zones (see Figbye

| AadG2NR Ot ¢ NA Ll dunlRsof istoriggberiddd idcluging e a LI y &
Phoenician era, Roman era, Ottoman era, th&€Atunli era, the second Ottoman era, the

Italian era, the British mandate, the er&léng Libya, the Gaddafi era, and the p&addafi

SNI ® ¢KS OAGe Aa [ rodrdmi€capita) dafgdasicElylandihe silg@ 6f A G A O f
many notable events. It is considered a source of culture and has a dominant influence on

GKS [A0&FY dzZNBlYy ARSyGAGed® ¢KS OAGe Kz2adta as
University of Tripol{formerly AlFateh University), the largest and most important

governmental university.

CNALIREAQA IS23ANI LIKAOFKE f20FGA2Yy 2y (GKS aSRAT
and sea outlet (and one of the most important outlets for alNairth Africa). Tripoli has

long been a significant trade centre, exporting commercial goods to and from Libya, Sudan,

Chad, Malta, and the southern coast of Italy (Remuadl Abudib, 2022). It has also served as

[ Ao@l Qa OFLWAGIE FyR f | ehErkesdnd reliaashaRignyficant € O2 Y'Y
cultural and heritage site with exceptional urban form and architecture. Moreover, Tripoli

exerts cultural influence over other ancient and modern Libyan cities, making it the cultural

source of Libyan urban identity (Far, 2000). It is, therefore, essential to safeguard the

OAGeQa dzyAljdzS Odzf GdzNF £ ARSYyGAGe F2NJ FdzidzNB 3
face of modern cultural differences (Remahid Abudib, 2022). This requires a concerted

effort to document and preserve cultural heritage, including the urban form, architecture,

and traditional customs and practices (Elkekli, 2014).
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Old Tripoli City

Figureé® CNJ yOA & {GNBSG FyR G(KS &AAE I RYAYAAGNI (A D!

(Source: Tripoli City Council)

3.7. Study Limitations

The security situation presented serious challenges when researching in Tripoli. The city was
often subject to mobility bans and restrictions, making it difficult to move around and access
different areas. Thereforauring the fietl researctthe researcher resided near the historic

city to minimee the need for frequent movemerthat could have been affected by such
restrictions Another challenge involved translating Arabic interviews into Erglish

accurately convey the intendedeaning of each words well as each whole sentence

Encouraging people to simply participate in the interviews presented another persistent
challenge. The researcher worked closely with local community leaders and satgams to
build trust and establis relationships. This helped increase participation rates and ensure
that a diverse range of perspectives were represented in the research findings.
Nevertheless, many people remained unwilling to participate. Gender dynamics also
presented a challenge dwng the interviews, particularly when the male interviewer was
interviewing women. The researcher chose to have a representative from the agency sit in
on the personal interviews to facilitate communication and ensure respect for cultural
norms.
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3.8. Ethical Considerations

Ethical considerations are a crucial component of any qualitative study, as they ensure that

the rights and dignity of the participants are protected throughout the research process.

This study followed the principles of respect, beoefhce, no maleficence, and justice.

These themes were mutually beneficial for both the participant and the researcher. The

researcher remained open to dialogue (spoken and written) with the particgtarénsure

that eachpatrticipant's voice was heard dnmespected. This helped maintain the

LIF NG AOALI yiaQ G NXza GthatthyeRndiogs sird tluRvidsth@ &d vajiR Sy & dzN
(AluwihareSamaranayake, 2012).

Participant anonymity was a key ethical consideration to protect participant privacy, for
both the professional and resident interviewees. No data collected or quotations used in
this thesis can be attributed to a specific individual. All the data was stored in a secure
location during the research, and research information and audio recordinblsensecurely
destroyed after the project is complete. This protects participants from any potential
negative consequences that could arise from their participation in the study.

Transparency is another critical aspect of the ethical processteBearcher made suréhat
participants were aware of the research objectives, methodology, and potential risks and
benefits of participating in the study. Informed consent was obtained before the research
began, and the participant could withdraw from tsaudy at any time with no

repercussions. Transparency in the research process also entails reporting both negative
and positive results so that the findings are not biased towards a particular outcome.

3.9. Conclusion

This chapter reviewed the methodolp@mployed in this study on how cultural values
influence the built environment and urban form in ancient Acalslamic cities. The study
utilised an interpretivist, qualitative research design using Tripoli, Libya as a case study. The
study featured a tw-phase approach. The first phase involved archival research, field visits,
and attending a workshop; the second phase included interviews, reviews of city planning
documents (e.g., master plans, zoning codes, and design guidelines) and a site surley, whic
included taking measurements, photographs, and observational notes. Archival analysis and
content analysis were employed to investigate the historical significance of the old city and
the changes to its urban structure over time. Reliability, validégearch positionality, and

ethics were carefully considered throughout the research process.
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Chapter Four: The Case of Tripoli

4.1. Introduction

This chapter focuses on the location, history, growth, development, and significant physical
FSFGdzNBa 6Sdads (12L123ANI LIKE YR LINBaSyid O2yRA
way, it provides detailed information about surviving historic stoues and numerous maps
illustrating the key buildings, land uses, and related features that help create and reshape
the identity of the historic city. Most urban planning and architecture studies on Tripoli

(both historical and modern) focus only on plegiforms (Rgheind Nelson, 1994). They try

to explain the end product the urban form and physical character of the old tityut fail

to examine the processes producing such resutssideration of which is becoming
increasingly important in academic agsis(Larkham and Conzen, 2014). This chapter draws
on a collection of references in both Arabic and English, including published books, articles,
academic publications and information, pictures, graphics created-@ostrvation, and

official city docunents.

Tripoli is the capital of Libya, a country in the central region of North Africa that shares

borders with six neighbouring countries. Libya is subdivided into three regions that reflect

the diversity of Libyan cultural identity and influence ildentities of the major settlements

in each regionKigure7). The city of Tripoli is situated in the far nostlestern part of the

country. It sits on the Mediterranean Sea, with its eastern (coastal) side being only three

meters above current sealevél.K S OA G e Qa St SOl GdA2y 3INI Rdzl £ € @&
sea level in the nortlwest Figure8).
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(Source: Grigoriadend Kassem, 2021)
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Figure8. Topography of the anciemwity, with darker colours representing higher elevations.
(Source: Tripoity Council)

421 ONARST KAAaulU2 NHEhedéginnintldd 2021f A Q4 2t R OAGeY

CKAA aSOGA2Y GNIOSA K2g C¢NALRfAQAa 2fR OAle& K
Roman period, the Ottoman period, the Italian colonial period, the British mandate period,

the Libyan Kingdom period, and the Gaddafi period (which ended withiltlyarh

Revolution in February 2011).

4.21. The Roman period

Tripoli was founded by the Phoenicians between the fifth and seventh centuries BC as a safe
port, regional administration centre, and subsidiary of Carthage. The city, then called Makar
Oyat,developed into one of the most important Mediterranean ports due to its unique
position (AlTelisi, 1985). Oyat (alongside Leptis Magna and Sabratha) came under Roman
rule after the Roman Civil War and Julius Caesar's victory over Pompeii in 46 BGeJ he cit
were governed under a new province called Africa Nova within the Reggio Certica region. It
was likely renamed Oia or Oya aral this time (AdTelisi, 1985).

The Roman Empire and various tribal groups in the region had a complex relationship in the
first century AD (Mattingly, 1983). For example, in8 a conflict erupted between the

cities of Oia and Leptis Magna over control of certain territories. The people of Oia sought
assistance from the Carmanian tribes in Fezzan, who invaded and destroysaithending
areas of Greater Leptis. However, the Roman army, led by Valerius Festus, intervened to re
establish security in the city. They expelled the Carmanites and pursued them to Fezzan,
ultimately restoring Roman control over the region.
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The now indkmous Marcus Aurelius Arch was built between 163 and 164 (i.e., the second

century) as part of a larger monumental complex celebrating the emperor's military

campaigns and achievements. In 193, Lucius Septimius Severus, a native of Leptis Magna,
became Emeror of Rome, ruling from 193 to 211. His reign was marked by significant

military campaigns in the Middle East and North Africa; he was also responsible for major

building projects in Rome and throughout the empire. As the first African emperor of Rome,
SOSNHzaQ | a0Syaazy airaylrttSR || aKAFG Ay L12gS|
2015).

In the third century, the Romans created the new administrative region of Regio Tripolitana
within the larger province of Numidia. This new region included theafiOia, which was

annexed to the centre of the Leptis Magna region. This administrative change signalled the
NEIA2yQa O2yGAYdzZSR AYLERNIIYOS G2 GKS w2Yly 9
control over the area. In 303, Emperor Diocletian establighedorovince of Tripolitana
(Provincia), with Leptis as its capital. However, a devastating earthquake and sea flood in
July 365 caused extensive damage to Leptis Magna and Sabrat (and other negjiotiag

Crete, Cyrenaica, Alexandria, eastern Greend,3icily (ATelisi, 1985)). In the fifth century,

the Vandals invaded (455 AD) the coasts of North Africa. The collapse of the Western Roman
Empire in 476 further disrupted the region and, by 533, the Byzantine Empire had

conquered North Africa, includinTripolitana (AT elisi, 1985).

4.22. The Arab period

The Arabic Islamic army led by Amr ibsAak conquered Oia in 643. In 647, Abdullah bin
Saad led a campaign in southern Tunisia, and Carta Jannah was most likely conquered the
next year. Kairouawas founded in 670 as a centre from which to rule the Maghreb
countries under the Umayyad Caliphate, and the city of Oia was renamed Tripolitania (Al
Telisi, 1985). Byzantine fortifications were replaced and new walls were built to surround
the entire city including the seaward side by 796. The Abadis established a state over part
of the area surrounding Tripoli between 757 and 761 until the Abbasid army destroyed it
(Hoyland, 2001).

¢CKS 100lFaAR OIFfALKFGSQA NYz S 2Ige&dViithttieR L2 f A Sy
Fatimid caliphate (Hoyland, 2001). The Great Fatimid Mosque was built during Fatimid rule.

The AlNaga Mosque (Sheamel Mosque) was also rebuilt between Fatimid calipMaizz

[ A S5AY 'fflKQa @AaAirda G2 o1, Tpdlivasianhexdotom |y R
the Zirid Kingdom (a Berber dynasty). However, the Fatimids attempted to regain control of

the lost territories. From 1146 to 1158, Norman knights occupied Tripoli and annexed it into

the Kingdom of Sicily. However, the Alnaals conquered Tripoli in 1160 (Hoyland, 2001).

63



The traveller Abu Muhammad AbdullakTdjani observed Tripoli during his journeys in 1307
and 1308 (Allelisi, 1997). ATijani provided the first detailed descriptions of several
prominent landmarks, includg the fortifications (walls, castles, ditches) and the city centre
(Brett, 2015 ). He claimed that the city streets intersected like a chessboard and were easy
to cross; they were also wider and cleaner than in most other cities. This led him fbrib "the
white city." This is an archetype of Roman colonian urban layouts.

Figure9. A threedimensional illustration of Tripoli, dating back to the sixteenth century.
(Source: Tripoli City Council)

The Spanish army, led by Count Pedro de Navarro, invaded and governed Tripoli from 1510
to 1551. de Navarro was deeply impressed by TriMdlla, 1975), describing it as a city with
unparalleled fortifications and cleanliness and comparing it to thereeot an empirgA-

Telisi, 1985)Batistino de Tones added that the city was situated on a flat quadrangular plot
stretching over one mile, surrounded by a double wall and a deep narrow asostiown in
figure9. The outer wall was small and low, whitee second wall was tall, thick, and topped
with strong towers (Allelisi, 1985). The impressive walled port city was said to have been
inhabited by more than ten thousand Moroccans and some Jews (Alasn, 1987).

4.2 3. The Ottoman period

In 1551, the Gbman ruler Sinan Pasha invaded the city with the help of the emir of the sea,
Darghout. Tripoli experienced significant changes and developments during this first
Ottoman era (1551 to 1711). Nevertheless, Tripoli continued to thrive economically from
large trade and maritime revenues. The locals often seized European ships to add to their
wealth (AbunNasr, 1987)Figurel0depicts various landmarks and monuments that existed
in 1567, at the end of the Maltese eréhe map depicts the castle (8araya AHamra),

along with the customs gate Porta della Dogana, BaBahlr, Marcus Aurelius, St. Peter's
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Tower at the northern end, and the "Castilleggio” castle along the rocky sea wall. It also
features two Christian monuments: the tomb of Saint Lazaro, locateth of Sidi Haddar
Street, and the tomb of Saint Giorgio, located near Bab Zgi&ta Old City Blogg010)

FigurelO. Tripoli in 1567, at the end of the Maltese era
(Source Tripoli City Council)

The Ottomans played a significant role in the fortification, construction, and restoration of

the city. New construction included Darghouth Tower, Turab Tower, and the -sastern

wall which was connected to the gunpowder house. The Darghouth Bath vilagd604,

and the Camel Mosque and-Kharouba Mosque were restored shortly thereafter. The
WINBFGSald Y2aljdzZSQ O6LINROLFof @ LidayAhmedPasha € 2 OF G S
Mosque), Darghut Bash Mosque, and Sidi Salem Mosque remained the npastant

mosques until the end of the seventeenth century. Othman Pasha built his grand school, the

Great Hotel, and the Great Bath in 1654, and constructed the mosque that bears his name

(and several smaller mosques) in 1§98e Old City Blog, 2010).
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Figurel. A simulated military assault liyuropean forces on the city of Tripoli (1551)
Thefigure shows the city's fortifications with the Ottoman casiigrcus Aurelius Arglthe city's
entrances, and the city'strongrelationship with its importanharbaur.

(Source: TripoCity Council)

Figure2. The oldest mosquesd the skyline ofld Tripoli.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figure3. Old Tripoli in the Qara Manli ef(a711- 1835)
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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In a 1675 sketch, Sargon Siler depicted the Ottoman restoration and resajaniof the

old city (The Old City Blogd20)(Figure 2). It shows three mosques, each with circular
minarets (i.e., "The Greatest Mosque" located near the preskyt Ahmed Pasha Mosque,
Darghouth Mosque, and Sidi Salem Mosqi#éjure B depicts ancient Tripoli during the

Qara Manli era. It includes the Ottoman flag, as well as European flags at the British, French,
and Spanish consulates. This reflects the significant contact between Tripoli and European
powers at the time& the beginningof external influences on the local economy and culture.
While Ahmed Pasha’s rule (171145 AD) fell within the broader timeline of European
involvement with Tripoli, it was not the inception of these relations. European powers had
diplomatic and militasstic contact with Tripoli from the Qara Manli era.

Between 1633 and 1672, several agreements were signed with European countries to open
consulates in the citfAbun-Nasr, 1987). These developments are confirmed by a British

map from 1675 and several dravgs from the seventeenth centuryhis challenges the
notion of isolationism (as® f t SR WANRY Odz2NIII Ay Q0 2FGSYy | aa:
(Faroghi, 2004). The significant contact between Tripoli and European powers impacted the
local culture, ecnomy, and identity. Most of these interactions involved trade and maritime
activities since European powers actively sought to establish commercial agreements to
ensure safe passage for their ships through the Mediterranean. By 1885, European business
ventures and investments had gained prominence, fostering the development of modern
business institutions in Tripoli, including numerous (British and Maltese) bakeries, mills,
shops, wholesale stores, and firms (Ahmida, 1953; Dyer, 1984).

In the early ninetemth century, Tripoli was a modest city surrounded by green areas with a
population of about 12,000. However, it experienced continuous growth and had become
an urban centre with approximately 30,000 inhabitants by the 1870s. Tripoli's strategic
location béween East and West (and Europe and Africa) contributed to its development as
a trading hub and emerging urban society (Lafi, 2003). Tripoli came under direct Ottoman
FRYAYA&GOUNY GAZ2Y OAl LAGEFYyOdzZ AY wMyopd LG ¢l a
most peripheral province from 1843 to 1911. The Ottomans undertook significant
Europeaninspired moderrgation efforts in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
These reforms known as theTanzimat encompassed various fields, including the
reorgangation of the military and local administrations. Tripdémonstrates how the

Ottoman periphery inspired a renewal movement and the administrative modation
required to maintain centralised influence (Lafi, 2003).
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Figured. The Red Palace, 1874
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figureb. The Red Palace, 1901
(Source: Mathuisieulx, 1901)

Figure # depicts the entrance to the old city, the Red Palace, in 1874. It also features the
minarets of the Ahmed Pasha and@&ramanli mosques and a portion of the harbour

Figure b captures the exterior of the Red Palace and the surrounding walls of the Arab city
of Tripoli in 1901, at the conclusion of the second Ottoman era. The relatively spacious
streets outside the city walls contrast with the narrow streets and alleys witrerotd city.
These broad thoroughfares offered enough space for four animals to pass side by side.
However the narrow alleys could only accommodate a single animal in select &igase

16 (left) features the minaret of Ahmed Pasha@dramanli Mosquerad the Ottoman Clock
Tower inside the city walls (left of the palm trees) and the Red Saraya) @ight palm
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trees. These structures, featuring seamicular Arab arches, were locatedtside the walls
of the Ottoman Arab city and flanked both sidd<le road.

Figure6d ¢ N3tredss fohtside city wallg) the late second Ottoman era (left); the view from insidedihe
walls (right).
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Theeconomic and political ties between Tripoli and the hinterland were strengthened
during this period. The city provided essential political and economic services (e.g., public
buildings and markets) and urban institutions gradually replaced traditionalltsifouctures
after military defeats and the Ottoman expansion. This led to a decline in hinterland trade
and prompted tribal migration to northern Libya, where new job opportunities with British
and Italian businesses were available (Ahmida, 1953).

Capitdism and the decline of the Sahara trade transformed the traditional social structure in
Tripolitania. Four distinct classes emerged: the merchant class, closely tied to the British and
Italian capitals; a salaried class with landownership and connediiothe Ottoman state
administration; labourers, including tribesmen; and urban wage labourers (Le Gall, 1986).
The Ottoman era also brought significant economic, social, and architectural changes and a
AAIAYATFTAOFI YOG OKLFy3AS Tripti waKeSciraed by &vallsicordabibd vy A RSy
numerous defensive towers and four gates. The fortifications formed a-s@angle with

the apex situated in the north. The northwest part, facing the sea, was guarded by a natural
rock barrier, and a waterway acrogsetport hosted docks and moorings. Two more

defensive towers were positioned outside the city walls on natural rocks: the Abu Leila
Tower (previously the Francis Tower) and the Mandrak Tower (Neck Tower).

Ly GKS mMycna FyR wmy T /aéners ihcNidlet Jfirst AnQ forerhdsth Y I NB G N
England, France, the Ottoman Empire, Egypt, Tunisia, Austria, the United States, and

DSNXIyeod | 26SOSNE o0& (GKS SyR 2F GKS yAySiSSy
secondf F NES &G (NI RAY 3 ftatuNliayidSedabomic pendtratiehavasL,2 A O& 2
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orchestrated through the Italian consulate and the Banco di Roma. Between 1876 and 1911,
Italy established 12 schools in Libya and began investing in various sectors, including real
estate, olive oil and esparto pressing factories, flour mills, an ice cream factory, and a
printing house (Ahmida, 1953). The bank offered-laverest loans that contributed to
significant economic changes and the development of capitalism in the region.

4.2 4. The ltalian occupation ahBritish mandate

During the Italian occupation (1941943), the Western model was a direct imposition

(rather than simply a matter of influence). A new Européatan part of Tripoli was

developed, separate from the traditional Arab medina, Arab quaded Jewish quarter.
9GKSt . NRsoyx | (NI} @StfSN gK2 GAaAISR WbSs
environmental aspects of Libyan society in the first years after the Italian invasion (Brown,
2010). The Italians intended to preserve the ancietyt wihile creating a separate European

city to serve as a winter resort for Europeans. Italian rule was charsatioly a military
administration focused on developing the Port of Tripoli and constructing a new city on the
eastern side (Rashid, 2021). Comer capitalism, colonialism, and power inequality also
shaped the transformation of Tripoli under Italian rule (Rashid, 2021).

Figure T depicts the transformation of a section of the old city near the Red Serail (Palace).
The Italians undertook developmts to connect the old Ottoman Arab city with the newly
established Italian neighbourhood just outside the city walls (illustrated in yellow and black).
The modern aerial image shows the other half of the developed area. The blue ring encircles
the pointwhere martyrs (revolutionaries against the Italian occupation) were executed in
1911 (Figure T). This squardecameknown as Martyrs' Square during the reign of King

Idris, but its name was changed to Green Square during the Gaddafi era. Following the
revolution on I February 2011, it reverted tthe name Martyrs' Square.

Figure?7. The histdcal transformation connecting the old city with the Italian neighbourhood just outside the
city walls.(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya
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Figure8® al NI @NEQ {ljdzZr NS Ay GKS LGFEALFY SNI:
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figure 18 illustrates Tripoli around World War |, just as the historic city began to extend

beyond its walls. While the main streets of the expansion area are present, all wdiks of t

city still remain. Figure 19 is a 1912 shown the old city, harbour, and the green area around

the city. Figure 20 shows the Ottoman castle Qal'at Pasha (now called Sakriraral)

from the sea, while Figure 21 the retained walls, 1919. Figure 22aTh&lJi @ NAR Q { |j dzI NB
outside the castle walls(right). This image shows a portion of the square locate outside the
OFradtsS ¢grtfa o0ST2NBE (GKS LOGlIftAlFYy 3I20SNYy2NRa Y
buildings to expand the square. Figure 23. The Ottoman c&3#kat Pasha, while Figure 24

depicts Omar aMukhtar Street and several buildings under construction. It also captures a
bustling square from the Italian era, teeming with a diverse crowd characterised by varying

dress, cultures, and identities.

Figure9. The old city, harbour, and the green area around the city, 1912.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figure20. Aerial photograph of Tripoli around WW1.
(Source: The digitahotographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

FigurelO. The retained walls, 1919
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figurell ¢ A\NSartyrsCBquareoutsidethe castle wallgight).
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figurel2. The Ottoman castle, Qal'at Pasha
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figurel3. A busy scene on OmarMukhtar Streetin theltalian occupatiorperiod
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

In 1914, the port area and the area outside the Red Palace (Hoalkad Italian quder)

southS1 ad 2F GKS 2ftR OAGeQa ol tfta 6SNBE NBRSOSH
entirely surrounded by railway faciliti€sigure ). This kind of "fringe belt" (Conzen, 2009)

is a relatively common phenomenon across historical contextsd&higin creates an often

ring-like area of loweidensity development to meet particular soegzonomic

OANDdzYaidl yOSad aLYYSNI FNAYy3AS o6StGae RSOSt 2 LIS
these lowerdensity areas were often available fordeveloprment when railways needed

to expand. Railways extended to the outskirts of fortified areas, creating opportunities for

urban expansion in previously restricted zones. This expansion was driven by factors such as
increased accessibility, trade, and the ndedhousing as populations grew (Conzen, 2009).
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Figurel4. A map of Tripoli, 1914
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

In 1916, Tripoli was divided into twentwo quarters in accordance with asfficial decree

issued by the Italian local government-giwal, 2005). These quarters were later reduced

to six residential neighbourhoods in 1931 (i.e., the big quarter, the small quarter, the Arabic
quarter, the Jewish quarter, the Maltese quarterRin 0 KS Wb S 3 MBwal, 200B). NIi S NJ ¢
The six quarters remain, bthiey have been renamed (i.e., the BakBahr quarter, the

Kosha ABaffar quarter, the municipality quarter, the Houmat Gharyan quarter, tHdakh

Al-Kabir quarter, and the Aflara AlSaghir quarter). A map from 1916 illustrates the six

distinct sections of the city, prominently featuring the primary axis that traverses five of the
neighborhoods (FigurB). The axis begins #te Marcus Aurelius\rchat the top of Francis

Street and eds in the Bab aHurriya locality.

The lItalian occupation of Tripoli ended on 1 May 1943, when the citycajaisired and
came undethe British administrationfFigure B shows the old city of Tripoli as viewed from
the British consulate. The Marcus Aurelius Arch is visible to the right @dnga 2 & lj dzS Q &
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minaret and domes. The photo also shows the harbour and warehouses along the

waterfront. The bottom part of the drawg depicts a time when the minarets of the

mosques still dominated the skylineigure 27. showrhie condition of thestreetsof the old

city during World War IFigure 3 offers an aerial view of Tripoli during the British mandate

time in 1940s The imag captures the old Arab city, the Ottoman Palace (Qafaaha,

now the Red Saraya), the Bank of Rome (right), and the Italian neighbourhood situated

beyond the castle walls (left). This compelling picture visually represents the four distinct
erasthat& I LISR (G KS KAaU2NRO 26y Qa Odzf GdzNBEX LR A
charactersed by its unique architectural forms, appearances, and diverse identities,
KAIKEAIKIGAYT ¢NALREAQA S@2f FAy3a yIl Gdz2NB FyR Y

L

>0Ll, CAPITAL OF LIBYA: THE HARBOUR FROM THE BRITISH CONSULATI

To the right of the Minaret is the Roman Triumphal Arch erected in honour of the Emper

Marcus Aurelius. Along the waterfront to the right of the minaret are the Customs Qu
and adjoining warehouses and quays systematically bombed by the R.A.F.

Figurel53d ¢ NA LRt AQa 2fR OAGe Ay (GKS mMopnnaod
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figurel6. The AMushir Market and Ahmed Pasha Mosque suffered damage from Allied bombings during
World Wa Il
(Source: Libyan Jihad Centre for Historical Studies, Tripoli)

e
i ot niv

Figurel?. Tripoli during the British mandate, 1945
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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After the Italian occupation, martyistorical buildingsvith Italian names were given Arabic
nameg historical Ottoman names remainechchangedsuch as in Figured2

This transition reflected the posiccupation cultural and political changes in the region,
including the affirmation andelebration of Arab identity and heritage. Today, many
preserved historical buildings still bear names that align with their Arabic historical roots to
enhance the preservation of local heritage and identity (Khodeir et al., 20i§)\worth

noting thatpreservation efforts and naming/ conventions can vary depending on the region
and the specific historical site in question. Some historical buildings and landmarks may
have undergone changes in names due to various reasons, such as political shiftal cultur
influences, or local preferences (UNESCO, 2002). Such changes can be significant in
reshaping identity for a range of reasons (e.g., Shoval, 2013). Conflicts of renaming places
can also be an important identity issue when the state manifests its auyhanid exclusive
NAIKG G2 AYOIGSNILINB@20I1.iGa 26y KAaAU2NEB O6wsde@OlA:Z

1:15.000

TRIPOLI T \
4

Figurel8. Map of Italiannamed sites that would receive paéatiependence name changes.
The bread square-2zizia Street.-3The castle. 4Ricardo Street.-BMizran Street. 6Belkhair Street.

7-Omran Street. 8Hamangi Street. 9Vest Street. 10Turk market. 14Marcus Aurelius. E2arji
Mosque. 13AlQaramanli Mosque. £A mosque. 15The Jewish Quarter. 41&he Catholic Church.
17- Quarantine station. 18Civil Hospital. 19Customs dock. 2Railway platform. 21The marine
pier. 22 Allied Wharf. 23Sorting station.
(Source: Historical Cities Administration)
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4.25. The Libyan Kingdom

On 24 December 1951, Libya declared its independence. Shortlyafteran 1958, oil was
discovered and rapid economic growth ensued. In 1966, the most common land use in the
old city was residential. Figu® shows the dominance of housing within the old city

(yellow), alongside commercial (dark red), and mixed conemaeand residential (light red).
There were also open spaces and parks (green), public facilities (dotted green), and parking
(black). The official Tripoli city master plan was not updated nor maintained by the central
or local governments after 1968. Bhs likely to have had significant consequences for the
development and growth of the city.
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Figurel9. The 1966 plan for Greater Tripoli
(Source: Historical City Administration, Tripoli)

The1960s also brought challenges suclgeswving traffic congestion and an increase in tall

0dzAf RAy3a | f 2y 3 K SFiguke B). Matyis'sSquare no@ datirktseNy, T I cel
new lItalian neighbourhood, just outside the old city walls, providingfarift principle of

the streets and characteF{gure 2).
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Figure20d ¢ KS S@2f dziA2y 2F (GKS 2fR OAGe&Qa y2NIKSNYy
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figure21. Martyrs' Square in 1959.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

4.26. TheGaddafi era

The Gaddafi regime began in September 1969. By April 1977, Tripoli had become the
political, administrative, economic, and educational capital of Libya due to its increasing oll
exports. In 1985, the General People's Committee established an old city amaeay

project (Resolution No. 40), which aimed to restore and maintain historical buildings,
fences, and public spaces within the city walls. While the Tripoli City Council introduced
plans for an 'urban expansion zone' from the late 1960s to the 1988setivere never
officially approved nor executed by the Gaddafi regime. Accordim@utaperand Stanley
(2006),this wasprobablydue to political and technical issues, not economic ones (Alows,
2016). The official city master plan has not been updatechkycentralor local government
since 1966 (at the time of writing in 2024).
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Figure 3 conveys the significant expansion that occurred in Tripoli during the 1970s. The

old city is seen at the centre of the expanded urban landscape (including suburbansregion

that had emerged due to rapid growth) and has a noticeably denser layout. The old city

remains confined to the port area along the coastal Shatt Road. The expansion of Tripoli

beyond its historic walls resembles the expansion of RordE A y 3 S N atéNitlvadRds NI R A

from a new central urban spad¢€igure 3).

Figure22. Tripoli in 1977.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figure23. Aerial views of the expansionsliripoli and Rome, circa 1980s
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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In 1977, the Gaddafi regime reviewed the 1968 Master Plan. A segemeration master
plan was created to guide urban and economic changes until 208&ever, the authorities
failed to fully implement any of the master plans. An accumulation of complications and
delays led to obvious deficiencies in improving and implementing many proposed major
urban infrastructure projects in TripglAlows, 2016).

The local and central authorities also failed to effectively integrate immigrants into the
cityt a common issue in many modern metropolitan areas. Many people moved to Tripoli
from within and beyond the country; others built residential buildings in the neddy
undeveloped areas on the city periphery. Libya bacome a transit country for people
seeking a better situation (Parker, 2007). Most migration routes through the central
Mediterranean transit through Libya (Altai Consulting, 2013). Furthermore enous
immigrants were allowed into the country in the lat@entieth century without any control
or regulation; this lack of supervision did not provictanfort for either the immigrants or
residents (Parker, 2007). The failure to control these demogragftiits led the government
to officially delineate an area "outside the approved planning scheme" as an immature
urban zone with privately owned and developed buildings (Alows, 2016). Thesdlao
"slum schemes" were privately owned operations estalddwithout the involvement of
the central or local government (Yiftachel, 1998, p. 162).

From 1985 to 2010, a significant revisalion effort took place in the old city. The initiative
was overseen by the Administration and Orgation of the Old Citand focused on the
restoration of historical edifices. Mosques and grand structures from the Ottoman era
underwent rehabilitation or were converted into museums, hotels, restaurants, or offices.
This renewal also extended to the markets, which experieracezburgence in activity,
imbuing the area with a vibrant atmosphere. Aesthetic enhancements included adorning
the facades between the clock tower and BaiBahr with a fresh coat of paint.

This dynamic period before the 17 February 2011 revolutisimered in heightened
commercial and cultural tourism activities and amplified the city's allure (Historical Cities
Administration, 2010). Consequently, Tripoli's economy grew and more hotels were built,
including in the old city, where some traditionalustyards were converted into hotels. This
increase in commercial activity had positive effects for cafes and old city markets (e.g.,
jewellery, copper crafts, carpets, and souvenirs) throughout the late eighties (Historical
Cities Administration Tripoli,020).

Expansion projects in the twentieth century mainly facilitated the port connection and

traffic flow. Land was also alloeat for tower blockgi.e., office blocks and hotels) and to

develop the road infrastructure surrounding the city centre. Howetleese projects

ignored the important ancient historical link between the old city and the sea, as has been

the caseof @ A Y LINR @S Y S yinBarcebr@d8@iN'gd 41 { POP .SJlienéwmy®> HAMO
constructed towers were situated near the old city (ndtathe Carinthia Hotel), occupying
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land that once belonged to the old city before its walls receded in the sixteenth century.
Such development has had negative implications, including infringing on the privacy of
families residing in traditional Arab homesth exposed courtyards the most important
characteristic of a traditional Arab city.

43.¢KS [/ 2YyGSYLRNINE /2YyRAGRRY 2F ¢NRARLRfAQa ht

A dramatic expansion has taken place in Trigoire 3). Residential areas have
surrounded the old city with new structurescluding tower blockgust outside the historic
walls. The old city itself remains confined to the port area along the coastal road known as
Tariq aiShatt.

Figure24. Bird3-eye view of Tripoli in 2016
(Source: Google Earth)

The researcher visited the ancient city in consultation with the local authorities, particularly
the Department of Historic Cities, and several experts who attended a workshop on the
preseavation of historical buildings in Tripoli. The purpose of the visit was to assess the city's
environmental and structural conditions and the changes in its urban form and character.
The researchenad extensive discussions with the professionals befoaking several visits

to the city at different timedetween 2016 and 201 7These discussions were useful in

forming a mental picture of the city before proceeding with the visit.

It does not take long for a researcher (or anyone) visiting Tripoli to notice a real

environmental crisis in the ancient city. Many buildings are on the brink of collapse and are
A0NHzOG dzNI £ f @ &adzZlLI2 NI SR o0& ¢ 2FigRed). Sl Ya | ONR a
buildings are in poor condition and creating negative health conditions. Many Arab house
courtyards are covered, blocking sunlight, which can lead to the spread of epidemics and

skin diseases. This crisiprebably to beexacerbated by overcromdg and an increased

population density in the old city.
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The deterioration of the city's condition is also evident in the population's negfetieir
surroundings Many residents cannot maintain their homes due to their general economic
situation. Othemesidents seek to covertly demolish old traditional houses (using
inexperienced contractors) and construct new ones that differ in function, size, and details
from the traditional urban fabric of the old citizor example,lte researcher learned that

one owner of a historical building on Francis Street was given a permit to do maintenance
and restoration; however, the owner instead demolished the historical building and
replaced it with a modern building. Structure heights often violate the building code,
particularly in the Clock Tower area, where fieesixstorey buildingsow cramp the

narrow alleys.

During a visit in December 2017, the researcher noted the concerning state of the streets
and alleys. The paths were extremely muddy and difficult to raa&jgparticularly during the
winter months(Figure 37) The researcher also observed the remnants of collapsed
buildings that posed a danger to residents, pasdsrsand visitorgFigure 38)Failure to

address this issue could eventually lead to an emvirental disaster. The neglect and
deterioration of the streets and alleys in the old city must be addressed to ensure the safety
and weltbeing of all those who frequent the area.

CKS KAZG2NAO OAGeQa OKIF NI OGSNJ éstricied o SSy aAA3IYyA
movement of cars and the construction of new buildings. Parking areas now dominate the

urban fabric of the old city (despite some sidewalks being built to facilitate pedestrian

movement).

Figure25. Temporary woodeheams that that provide support the external walls and are scatted throughout
GKS 2fR OAlGeQa +ftSegleaod
6{ 2dzNOSY NBaSHNOROSBHNDRE 26y LIK23G23IN LK
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Figure26. The deterioration of roads and alleys
(SourceThe digital photograhic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya &8 & S NOKSNRa 2¢y LIK2 0

Figure27. The deterioration of buildings inconveniences residents and pedestrians.
0{2dz2NOSY NBaSI NBRZ®YNA 26y LIK2G23INF LK

Figure28. New car parks dominate the urban fabric of the old city.
0{ 2dz2NOSY NBaSIHNORSBNRE 26y LIK23G23IN LK

85



Figure29. Neglected and deteriorating historical buildings.
(Source: The digital photographic collection gpdliiOld City, Libya)

On the other hand, the researcher observed that some maintenance work had already been
carried out by someesidents(Figure4l), as well as on some histoal buildings by the local
government(Figure 42)This is a positivendicationfor preservingurbanidentity ofthe old

city and itshistorical character

. e SR ea s

Figure30. Maintenance of the buildings and alleys is undertaken by the local residents and merchants.
0{2dz2NOSY NB &SI NBROEANNA 26y LIK2G23INF LK
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Figure31. The task of maintaining historical buildings, such as the former English ConsulatefFgaraaid
Hosh alQaramanli (left to right).
0{ 2dzNOSY NBaSINORSANE 26y LIK2G23INI LKA

Comparing pictures of the same place over different eras is useful in illustrating changes in
the people, culture, and urban identitiFigure 8 and 44 offer such a comparison of the
state/character of the Clock Tower Squarégure 8 was taken in 1939 e Italian era) and
evidences a mixedse square, with space for cars and pedestridigure 4 (left) depicts

the square in 2010, before the revolution; it has new paving and paint, and pedestrians are
enjoying the squareFigure 4 (right) was taken byhe researcher in 2016 and shows cars
clearly dominating the square

Figure32. The Clock Tower Square during the Italian era, 1939
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figure33. The Clock Tower Square during the Gaddafi era (left) ane2past(right).
0{ 2dzNOSY ¢KS RAFAGIE LIK2G23INFLIKAO O2ff SOsea18)y 2F ¢ NAL

Figure34. Towers nearthe oldA & A YLI OG NBAARSYGaAQ LINAGIFOe | yR =z
(Source: Historical City Administration)

CNRALIREAQA dzNDI Yy Fl 0 NheOhedapyarSRedmIStigriin Pebruady 2001K | y 3 S
due to a lack of local government control over the old city. The best evidence of this comes

from a 2014 statemenfTheletter addressed to all concerned localthorities) asshown in

Figure 4 issued bythe Historic Cities Administration on critical violations, infringements,

and acts of sabotage (e.g., demolition and removal) that directly endanger buildings and

historical monuments. The Authority highlighted the importance of immediate and essential
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measures to safeguard priceless historic cities and architectural gems. It firmly committed to
the urgent actions needed to protect, preserve, and safeguard the old city.

3 ‘. = A

Al bl 8,191 ) e

Figured6 Historical Cities Administration statement
(Source: Historical Cities rahistration)
Translation of the statement:

"The Historic Cities Administration of Tripoli issued an official statement on March 13, 2014,
addressing the Council of Ministers, the Ministry of Local Government, the Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of Inteior and Defence, and all civil society institutions. The statement urged them to take

immediate action to safeguard the historical cities and buildings in the face of various violations,
encroachments, vandalism, demolitions, and removals of structuresuments, and other
historical artefacts "

Ejroushi202gy 2 1Sa (G KI G0 GKAa&a O&yhdsuthisak afdhe IGbFayi Cikily dzA y 3
War in 2014, the Old City has been threatened as residents and speculative developers have
taken advantage gbrevailing chaos in Tripoli to illegally dismantle historic buildings and

replace them with new constructions".

4.3.1. The 2010 survey of heritage buildings in the old city

A survey was conducted in 2010 to collect information about the old city's laad u
architecture, construction, and format, including descriptions of public spaces, streets,
squares, and open areas. The survey also made recommendations about filling vacant
spaces left by buildings that had collapsed over the past twenty years, eegacultural
meetings, celebrations, and festivals, reviadl cultural activities and traditional industries,
and regulated the use of historical buildings. The study outlined public space design
principles (e.g., street paving, streetlights, and urbamiture), commercial area
rehabilitation, vegetation guidelines, infrastructure network repairs, economic zoning in the
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old city, and building codes (e.g., dimensions, heights, and accreditation). Lastly, it included
a list of historic buildings and sitésat needed protection and restoration in the old city.

The survey found that the old city boasts a rich cultural heritage. The Tripoli City Council has
categorsed buildings according to their historical and architectural importafégure4?

denotes the heritage buildings with a deep blue colour, while structures (primarily

residential buildings) with some heritage elements are depicted in a lighter blue. Buildings
constructed after 1950 in spaces left by collapsed structures are markeamg®rMost of

these replacements are concentrated at the edges of the historic city core; however, a
substantial number exist within the city, where the loss of older structures could adversely
affect urban character and identity.

Figure35. Map of the old city with heritage building classifications
(Source: Tripoli City Council)
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A- Romanera structures (red); BArabicera structures (black and green): fist Ottomanera
structures (light green); BAFQurmanliera structures (yellow); £second Ottomasera structures
(red); F Italian occupation structures (blué§ource: Tripoli City Council)

Some histoic Roman structures from the pislamic period still survive in the old city,
namely the Roman wall and the two primary streets that intersect at the Marcus Aurelius
Arch Figure 8A). Tenthcentury Arabic structures include fortifications along the dbe;
castle now known as the Red Saraya was fortified with a wall shown inibl&ajure 8B.
Other administration buildings were constructed within the city linfkgyureB ¢ green &
black). The fortifications were crucial for defending the city frorteptial threats, while the
new buildings added to the city's character arethforced itscultural significance.

Buildings were constructed within the city's original boundaries while fortifications, towers,
and buildings were built along the edges durthg first Ottoman era (1551771) (Figure

48C). These buildings and fortifications served practical purposes and contributed to the
city's developing cultural and historical significance. In th@uimanli era (17741835), the
city underwent significantr@hitectural developments. Again, new fortifications, towers,

and buildings served as defensive measures for the city and contributed to cultural and
urban identity(Figure &d).

The second Ottoman period (183®11) marked the beginning of constructibayond the
city's historical walls (outside the main sowghstern gate) as the city grew and developed.
New construction in the old city was mininaring this time (Figure8g). The Italian
occupation period (1911942) saw significant changes in the city's architecture, including
the notable demolition of walls surrounding the old city. The removal of these walls paved
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the way for construction to expand beyond the traditiowély limits and spread into new
areas(Figure &f).

4.3.2.Building collapsein ¢ NJA Légltity Q a

The collapse of buildings in the old city has left a growing number of voids in the urban
fabric. The large white spaces in Figugdlistrate the voiddeft by the collapsed buildings
(smaller white spaces are traditional house courtyards). The number of collapsed buildings
doubled during the Gaddafi era, specifically between 2001 and 2009. In 2010 it was felt that
if preventive measures are not taken,liepses would be likely to increase.

Figure37. Collapsed buildings (white spag®reasingn the old city over time.
1930 (top left); 2001 (top right); 2009 (bottom)
(Source: Historical Cities Administration)
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4.33. Thepreservation of Roman columns

Stone columns a defining feature of Roman architecturare incorporated into various

buildings and landmarks. They provide structural support and also serve as aesthetic

elements, adding a touch of classical elegance to modeuctures. The juxtaposition of

ancient Roman columns with contemporary architecture creates a unique and visually

striking urban landscape. The enduring presence of Roman architecture around the former

empire underscores the timelessness of classicalgifeand ancientcivili G A 2y a4Q I 0Af Al
shape the character of urban environments.

The presence of Roman columns in Tripoli is documented in official local government

records, historical texts (e.qg.,-Allisi, 1997), and the firsthand accounts ofgashers.

These remnants of Roman and Byzantine columns are discernible in the architectural
FSFGdzNBa 2F GKS 2fR OAdGeQa Y2aljdzsSa FyR itSe
in landmarkssuch aghe AFNaga Mosque, Salem-Mashat Mosque, and various alleyways

in the old city Figure50), Which contributes to emphasizing the urban identity and its urban
character.

Figure38. Roman columns at Alaga Mosque (top), alleywaysy ¢ NA L2 f A Qa 2t R OAl& 0020
Mashat Mosque (bottom right).
6{ 2dzNOSY ¢KS RAIAGIE LIK2G23INILIKAO O2ff SOwkRzy 2F ¢ NA
individuals anonymised
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4.34. The street network in the old city

¢tKS OAGeQa aGNBSO ySig2N] A& I ONHzOALFE St SYS
transportation and connectivity. Street patterns are quite resistant to change, even over

very long periodsiiyos, 1968 The origin of the modern road systemfiripoli is often

attributed to the original Roman road network ordered by Marcus Aurelius, Roman Emperor

in 162:180 AD (Benedictis et al., 2018). Though the Ottomans made adjustments, the

Roman influence can still be observed in the street layoutlantilings.Figure 4 overlays

GKS w2Yly aiGdNBSO ySGg2N] Ay ¢NALREAQA 2t R OA
significant street (highlighted in grey) runs no#tlest to southeast; it begins in the harbour

area, passes through the MarcAsrelius area, and terminates in BaslatbzNNRA & | = G KS O
historical market district.

Figure51. Roman streefgellow & Grayyg A (1 KAy (1 KS 2(¥dth StiektiGaa@)a y S 62 NJ
(Source: Tripoli City Council)

Although the Roman road network is tamger visible in Tripoli, evidence of its existence

can be found underground since the entire surface of the Resrarground level at the

Marcus Aurelius Arch is now buried over twetnes deep. Nevertheless, Francis Street

remains one of the mogignificant streets in the old city; it runs from the Arch at AND | Q|

Arsat Street to the Darouj Mosque, and eventually to Bab &INA I o CNBSR2YQa 52
A0AEE YI1Sa dzZLJ LI NI 2F ¢NALREAQA I RWdsy A aid NI i
as a reminder of its heritage and is an essential part of its identity (Tripoli City Council,

2010).
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4.4.The Case Study Area: Francis Street at the Marcus Aurelius Arch

The old city thrived as a vital trading hub along the Mediterranean ahashgthe

civilizationssuch as the Romans, Spanish, Byzantines, and Arabspfeabichleft their

Odzft GdzN> £ f S3aFOe 2y Ada tFyRaAaOlILISd ¢KS OAlGeQa
early urban fabricForexample Francis Street (Figurepis the main Bman street in the

old aty of Tripoli (Ejroushi, 2024)t has been a significant street since ancient times due to

its connection with the historical Roman Arch of Marcus Aurelius. The street is the main

artery connecting Bab Aahr in the northwestem part of the city and the Bab Alurriya

area in the soutkeast. Both these areas possess historical and commercial importance and

house numerous bustling markets. The historical street acts as a bridge linking the quarters

of the old city with the Italia quarter located beyond the city walls.

Marcus Aurelius area

Figure39d | dzi K2 NR& &1 SGO0OK 2F CN}IyO0Sa w2l R Ay ¢l

Figure40. Marcus Aurelius Arch in 1979.
(Source: The digital photograpluollection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

The area now serves as a hub for cultural and social gatherings and various festivals. Several
notable historical buildings along the street are highlighted in, for example, a map
FROSNIAAAY D WWdiok Sity iD Aok 8] @ikirst). ThelCalturdl Bay of khe OId

City isan eventsponsored and managed by the Historic Cities Administration. It consists of

9%



tourist activities that begin at the Marcus Aurelius Arch and proceed down Francis Street to
the BabAl-Hurriya area. The tour visits the most important historical landmarks in the old
city, including Francis Street.

Bluwo 10:00 o
£luwo 10:00 A

Figure4l! YI LJ F ROSNIAAAY I WWGEKS Odz GdzNI t Rl & 27
(Source: Historical Citiéglministration)
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Figure42. The beginning of Francis Street
(Source: Historical Cities Administration)

The Marcus AureliuArch Inks the port tothe ancient thoroughfareof Francis Streednd is

Fy AYLRNIFYy (G LI NI 2Ahwal ROSS5; Arelist, 1983).0t8s QuppokeB Sy G A ( &
by another iconi@rch,Islamicand horseshoeshaped that serves as the main gateway to

the elongated historical streef{gure 55%.

Figure43. Historical building supporting the arch.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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The arch was not prominently featured or cared for during the Ottoman/Asashown in
Figure 9, during that periodthe arch was incorporated into a cluster of buildings and
repurposed as a café, which contributed to obscuring it from videxertheless, the arch

still contributed to the historical ensemble and significance of the surroundings. The most
significant actoin early in the Italian occupation was to clear the area around the Rearan
Arch of Marcus Aurelius, and return it to original condition (Ejroushi, 2024). As FRure 5
shows, in 1912, excavation and demolition began to rehabilitate the historic arctviiBro
Hamno o0& NBY2QAy3a ySIENbe aiuNHzOGdzNBa Ay |
aspect of urban conservation philosophy in the edansentieth century (Ladd, 2014). Two
rectangular buildings that once accommodated a bustling array of shops, bilsath
shoppers and merchants, were demolished to restore the Arch to its initial state (Figure 5

By 1939, significant progress had been made to develop the area surrounding the arch and

the arch itself was a frestanding structure that opened dirdgtto the port area (Figure
60). In the 2010s, the local government committed to managing and maintaining the

significant historical area surrounding the arch (including the historic Gurgi Mosque) (Figure

61).

The restored arch serves as a testament te tlity's historical wealth and unique identity.
This architectural ensemble, complete with its historical arch, syrsdsoh thriving city rich

in history and cultural heritage. This architectural feature increases the significance of the
direct linkbetween the port and Francis Street, strengthening the bond between the urban
fabric of the old city and its inhabitants in the historic port area. This major change to the

LINE

F LILISE NI yOS 2F GKS FNBI NBAYTF2NODSa (KS OAdeQa

= s ""X-I
2 . TRIPOLI ITALIANA @
/ 4
= ‘Rrco di Marco Aurglio,
(visio di flance)

Figured44. The Marcus Aurelius Arch was concealed from 1898 to 1911.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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Figure45. Restoration of the Marcus Aurelius Arch begah9h2.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)

Figure46. The Arch in the Italian era.
(Source: The digital photographic collection of Tripoli Old City, Libya)
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